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a> temy Lord God, Father of our Lord Feſws 
"WA; TJ Chrift , who haſt grven aflern. 7 F 
| ; unto thy Apoſtles and Miniſters , to & 
25g: preachthe Goſpel to every creature; Ml | 

EY © Behold, O Lord, the oppoſitions , and % 
threatnings, which the enennies of thy Grace have brea- I | Ms 
thed forth againſt thy truth, and thy ſervants, for thy 
truths ſake.” How they gnaw their tongues for paine, 
and blaſpheme the God of Heaven, not repenting them 
of their deeds. Behold the troopes that are aſſembled ill ;, l 
together, againſt the Lord, and againſt his anointed il | ay 
Sonne Teſus Chriſt; for to doe whatſoever thy hand WW 67 
and thy counſell hath determined before to be Wl {ea 
done. Now let the Lord grant unto bis ſervants, that | 
with all boldneſſe they may ſpeake thy word, being no- il (11, 
thing terrified by the Adverſary : That the light of the ( 
Grace of God, may ſhine in the hearts of his people, that hid 
the man of ſinne, and ſonne of perdition, may be de- Pre, 
ſtrozed by the brightneſſe of thy comming, Amen. 
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AcTS 10 26. 
Preaching Peace by Jeſus Chriſt. 


il: =, | was our Saviours Comman- 

0 Nl 384 ENS; dement unto his Apofiles, Lak, 

20 5 2 < 10. into whatſoever Citie ye come, 7 
7, C $1 þ Pa] --\þp ay vmto them the kingdom of God * 
- FIC TN NG 5 come nigh 2b unto you, verl, 9. And 

) En  3nto whatſoever howſe ye enter firſt 


{'y, peace goa uy unto this houſe , And if the ſonne of 

fe xce be there, your peace ſhall reſt upon it : if not, 
it ſha'l turne to you againe, verl. 5, 6. I am this 
day by the providence of the Almighty, come a 
ſt ranger to your Citie,And now what fitter ſub- 
je&t, can I thinke of fora ſtranger to ſpeak unto 
ſtrangers, then the glad tidings of Peace by e- 
ſus Chriſt, 

Cornelius the centurion, with his kinſmen, 
and neere friends, are the Auditors, Peter is the 
Prea:her, And this text a part of that Sermor, 
at the preaghing whereof the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
all them which heard the word, verl. 4.4. O that 
the Lord would vouchſafe that dis like effe& 
may this day follow the preaching of the word 
of this life. That as many as heareme this day, 
may goe away filed with the fulneſſe of God. Pe- 
ter doth ſeeme to fay i o” efte&,thus much, You 

2 are 
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that if you will imbrace the Go 
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? 


are here met together,to attend unto the word 
offAlyation, delivered from my-mouth ; I'cah 


- * 


preach toyoun6other goſpel;ther that which 


was before by the Prophets declared unto the 
children of Iſrael, in duc time to be revealedffl 


(rhat js to ſay) Peace by Jeſus Chriſt, be ts th: 
Lord of all. 
'FhePropolition from theſe words,is that the 
.Golpd is a Doftrine of Peace, by Jeſus Chrif.. 
3:1 his DoQrine-propounded, needeth not fo 
mitch-proote, as.explication, namely, to ſhew 
Pte you, what manner of Peace this is which 
holden forth unto you, by the tender of the 
glorious Goſpel. I hope you doe not expet?, 


.thatT ſhould this day declare unto you, any 
- ontward, temporall, or worldly Peace ; in the 


middeit of theſe diftempers, I would I might, 


and be y-t a true Prophet. The Peace which is 


the ſubject of the Golpel is like the Kingdome 


. of Chriſt, [being indeed a part of it | ot of thi 


world, Joh. 18. 46. The Peace which came by 
Jelus-Chriſt, isnot ancarthly Peace, our blel- 


ſed Saviour will not,that you ſhould entertain, 


or harbour ſuch a.thought, as this : Thinke wt 


[that T am come to ſend Peace on earth, I came not 
tg ſend Peace, but the ſword ; for Tam came to ſet 
;the daughter in law. againſt her mother in law,and 


| @ mans foes ſhall be they of his oxen bouſhold,Mat- 


10. 34. If any one then ſhall reach unto you, 
| - 5x fel, you ſhall 

have outward Peace, and proſþeritie * Is of 
| , 


of God to "Man: 3 
this the preſumptuous man' ſpeakirig? hs owne 
words? Is not this the Prophet, prophecyMig uy 
his own name, whom the Logd hathnorerie? It 
any Chriitian ſhall embrace te Goſpel," aopsts 
attaine outward felicicie and proſperitie;/let ime tell 
him, his thoughts wander from the truth; and he 
erreth, not knowing the Scriptures 3; for zf any mu 
will come after me,let him deny himſelfe, and take #p his 
roſſe, and follow me, Mat. 16. 24. And all that will 
live godly in Chriſt Feſus ,muſt ſuffer perſecntion,2 1 im. 
3. 12, Heare wealſo what Par! ſaith, 2 Cor. 11. 23, 
24, 25.verles. 11 ſtripes above meaſure ,in priſans more 
frequent gindeaths oft ; of the Fewes five times veceived 
Ifortie ſtripes ſave one, (that is in all 195. itripes ) 
thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I ſtoned;thrice 
I ſuffered ſhiprorack ; a night and a day have I been in 
the deep, in journeying often, in perils of waters, in pe- 
ils of rob>ers, in perils by mine owne Countreymen, int 
perals by the heathen, in perils in the Citie, in perils in 
the Wilderneſſe, in perils in the ſea, in perils amongst 


falſe brethren,in wearineſſe and painfulneſſe,ix watch- - 


ngs often,in hanger and thirſt, faſtings oftengn cold. 
and nakedneſſe. What a catalogue of evils, what an 
inventory of affliftions have we here ? 'And yet all: 
this and more is the portion of a laborious Apottle. 
And if we will ſeek for a true and fincere Minitter 
of the Goſpel,we (hall as-ſoone find himirporverty: 
and nakednefle, as jetting up and down the ſtreets 
with attendants at his heels ; we ſhall a$ſoone find 
him in the univerſitie of Newpate,or fome other pri-» 
lon; as in great mens houſes; we ſhall as ſoone tine: 
| A3 hin 


ks 


4 Reconciliation 
him in a clond of reproach, as in a fat Benefice, or 
Cathedrall dignitie ; we ſhall as ſoone find him at 
the Barre accuſed of herefie, condemned for blaC. 
phemy, as in the Courts of Kings, or Princes ; for 
co the inſtruttion and conſolation of the people of 
God be it ſpoken, They ſhall put you ont of their Syna- 
gogues, yea the time cometh, that whoſnever killeth you, 
will thinke that he doth God good ſervice, John 16. 
Seeing then thatit.is cleare, that ic is no worldly 
peace; it remaineth yet to ſhew you what peace this 
is which the Goſpel preacheth.It is not an external! 
peace, but it is #nternall, yea eternall : Itis a laſting, 
yea an everlaſting peace ; a peace which no tongue 
Is ſufficient to expreſle, nor heart to conceive, it is 
even the love of Chriſt that paſſeth knowledge, Eph. 3, 
19. 1t z even the peace of Grd which paſſeih all,yea an- 
gelicall »:derſtanding.If ſome great and mighty an- 
gel ſhould undertake to declare this peace to you, 
I am confident he would contefle his abilities too 
weake, how much more I that am but duſt and 
aſhes? Surely when TI ſhall have told you all that I 
am able,I ſhall not tell you one hundredth part,and 
when you ſhall underſtand and beleeveall that you 
are able, you ſhall not attaine unto the leaſt part 
of that glory which ſhall hereafter be revealed ; 
though I am not able to ſpeax what you delire, or 
the thing it ſelfe deferveth, yet I will endevour to 

ſpeak what I am able: And I ſhall commend unto 

you a twofold Peace ; The firſt deſcending , the ſe- 
cond aſcending : The firſt is the tidings of the love 
and reconciliation of the everliving God unto the 

| ſonnes 


of God to Man. 5 


ſonnesof men. The ſecond declares tne reconcili;- 
tion of the ſonnes of men to the everliving and 
everloving God. > 
To ſpeak plain ; firſt, I wifl ſhew how God come: 
to be reconciled unto men, Beare with the terme recon- 
led, although improperly ſpoken of him that was 
never an enemy. Secondly , I will ſhew you, How 
we come to be reconciled unto God. 
For the firſt ; How doth God come to be reconciled 
to men £ 
I conceive now the drooping conſcience that its 
in darknefle under the cloudy apprehenſion of an 
angry Judge, under the fearfull expeCtation of a 
terrible account to be given unto the conſuming 
fire, will be very attentive to heare that which his 
heart ſo thirſteth after, How God may be reconciled. 
Oh what ſhall I doe, ſaith the ſoule, to obtaine the 
favour of God ? What ſhall I doe to turn away his 
wrathfull diſpleaſure from me ? Wherewith ſhall I 
come before him? or how ſhall Tappeaſe him? At- 
tend therefore and I ſhall declare that which thou 
wilt hardly beleeve when it is told unto thee; for 
Lord who hath believed our report, and to whom us the 
arme of the Lord revealed, 1a. 53. 1. And yet that 
which I ſhall declare if chou canſ{t belezeyz ir) will 
fill thy mouth with laughter, and thy tongue with ſings 
ing, Plal. 126. 2. Take this Propolition, God 5 free- 
ly and fully reconciled to the ele&, and loveth them int 
Feſus Chriſt, without any previous diſpoſitions, with= 
out any qualifications without any performances of con= 


ditions on their part , unleſſe to be polluted and Re 
RN $ 
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be a previous condition or qualification, This is a bold 


Propoſition, will the Phariſee ſay, this is too good 
newes to be true, will the diſtreſſed ſoule fay. But I 
fay.theLord break your ſtony hearts,and give you 
an heart of fleſh, that you may ſubmit to his righ- 
teouſneſſe. And I make no queſtion but the glori- 
ous grace of the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhall abundantly be manifeſted. The method I in- 
tend, is 

1. To prove the truth of 41s Propoſition, 

2. To anſwer ſix Objeions. 

3. To make Application. 

1. For the Proof. When Eve and Alam (in whole 
loins weall ſinned) had eaten the forbidden fruit, 
and were now become guiltic of condemnation ; 
they heare the voice of God walking in the garden 
(which voice was this, Thou haſt eaten,and thou ſhalt 
aze ) they hide themſelves from the prelence of God 
amonglt the trees of the garden; when man had 
iinn'd, and was in a deſpairing condition, having 
not ſo much wit as to think of a $.zviozr,much leffe 
the boldneſſe to arke one at the hands of an offend- 
ed God, 

Now in this caſe, behold the exceeding love of 
God towards man, in giving and manifeſting the 
promilcd ſeed, as well to the terror ofSatan, as to 
the conſolation of mankind. And Iw!l! put enmitie 
between thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed, and 
ber ſeed,and it ſhall brniſe thy head,and thou ſhalt bruiſe 
his bee', Gen.3- 15. ( Sceif Imay compare the Crea- 
tor, with the creature ) how the Lords bowells ve 
yern 
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yen pon man. And he cannot refraine him!elf, but 
that ( leaſt man ſhould have been ſwallowed up , 
with ſorrow) the bleſſing of the romiſed ſced,ſhall be 
firſt declared, before the Lord pronounce, the leaſt 
:rſe againſt man. Father Abraham recciveth the 
yromile in the uncircumciiion of his fleth. And un- 
ro Adam is the promiſe revealed, in the uncircum- 
cifion of his heart ; but leſt you ſhould think that 
lome qzalification in Adam, did torerun the mani- 
feſtation of the promile,I will referre you unto that 
place of Scripture, which (I am reſolved ) ſhall ne- 
ver {lip out of my remembrance, { and I hope the 
lice of you) 2 Tim. 1, 9. Who hath [ved w,andcalled 
us with an boly calling, not accoraing t9 our works, 
but according to his own prerpoſe and grace, which was 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began, What 
is there, that is not comprehended in this word, 
gr.zce ? here you lee thatgrace was given betore the 
world began. Now what conditions or qualifica- 
tions were there in us betore the world began? We 
may lately theretore ſay that the grace of ozer God 
was before all conditions,&c. Unto this we will adde 
in the next place one texr, that like a diamond ca- 
teth his Juſtre in the dark, and minittreth a great 
meaſure ot the Spirit, Eph. 2. 4, 5. God who w5 rich 
in mere, for bis great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in treſpaſſes and ſinnes,hath uick= 
ned us together with Chriſt ( by grace yee are (awed. ) 
What it I ſhall nowprove ſo bold, as to make ſuck 
a ſtop at ſinnes, as ſhall ſhew that that part of the 
{entence is referred to that which went before, 16 
that 
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that we may ſay mm plain terms , that God loved ty 
with bis great Love, even when wee were dead in tre(- 
paſſes and ſirnes. Tf T ſhall read it thus, the text will 
bear it elther in the originall, or in other tranſla- 
tions.But if any froward perſon ſhall ſ1y,that Tdoe 
injury in reading it thus, and that this clauſe | dea! 
in treſpaſſes and ſinnes| ought rather to be referce 
to quickened, which follows after, then to the verb 
ved, which goeth before ; Let this man know that 
the ſenſe will be one and the ſame: for when God 

wickened us, then he loved us, with bis great love; 

is love __ the cauſe of quickening ; the effe& 
of his Love: But thou ſayelt , Wee were quickened 
when wee were dead in treſpaſſes and ſinnes,Therefore 
weconclude, we were loved with bis great love, when 
wee were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. For further con- 
firmation, I muſt intreat you to conſider whar is 
written by the Apoſtle, Roms. 9. 11, 12, 13. verſes ; 
For the children being not yet born,neither having done 
2204 or evill, that the purpoſe of God according to cleti- 
an wight ſtand, not of works, but of bim that calleth; 
It was faid unto ber, the elder ſhall ferve the younger: 
as it 35 written, Jacob have Tloved,but Eſau have T ba- 
ted. Now you ſce Gods love ſet upon Facob,where 
were facobs qualifications ? he had neither done 
good nor evill. Therefore it is plain that God lo- 
ved him before any qualification. But fome may 
confeſle, that the Lord loved him indeed, before be 
Da done good or evill. And yet may perchance aske 
a queſtion upon a ſuppolition,ſaying, Suppoſe that 
. afrer F4cob was borne, he ſhould have led a Wy 
al 
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and perverſe life, ſuppoſe that for ſome yeares, he 
ſhould have been a notorious, & prophane perſon, 
would or could the Lord have gontinued his love to 
fach a perſon asthis?I anſwer bo{dly yea;for Gods ' 
love and mercy, are mercies of eternitie ; the mercie 
of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſling, upon them 
that feare him, Pla]. 103. 17. Not onely to everlaſting, 
aseternall in reſpeCt of time to come, but alſo from 
everlaſting, as eternall in reſpe& of that which is 
paſt; Gods mercics arc not onely without begining, 
but alſo withent ending ; as it is ſo often repeated, 
even twenty-11x times, Pſa, 136. his mercy endureth 
for ever. This is it that is written by the Prophet, I 
am the Lord, I change not, Therefore yee ſonnes of Jacob 
are wot conſumed, Mal. 3. 6. Would you know the 
true reaſon , why the ſonnes of Facob are notconſu- 
med, its this, 1 change not : ſhould the Lord change 
as often as we change : ſhould his love increaſe and 
decreaſe towards us,as often as our love to him,and 
obedience to his Majeſty , ebbeth and floweth, the 
Lord ſhould be more variable then the winde,more 
changeable then the Moon;that the Lords love al- 
tereth not, although ir hath been ſufficiently pro- 
ved by that w** hath been fpoken, yet to the praiſe 
of the glory of bzs grace, I will proceed to ſhew you, 
by more teſtimonies, that the Lord loveth all his 
elect, with his great love, even then when as they 
le weltring in their finnes and tranſgreſſions. Unto 
this the Holy Ghoſt bears witneſle, Rom.5.6.W hen we 
were yet without ſirength, in due time Chriſt died for 
the migodly. For whom Chriſt died, them the . a= 
tncr 
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ther and the Son /oved ; but Chriſt dyed for the 2- 
zoaly,that were without frength, Therefore ſuch 
were undoubtedly beloved of God. Left we ſhould 
think the firſt of theſe Propoſitions to be weake, it 
is confirmed, ver. 8. God commendeth bis love to 1s. in 
that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt dyed for us. And 
very worthy of obſervation is that which is ſpoken 
ver. 10. When we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Soune. Here wee have morc 
proved then I have yet undertaken ; for my task is 
to prove,That God was reconciled to us whilſt we were 
enemies. This text ſaith not onely fo, bt that we 
were reconciled to Gyd when we wore enemies : Pur of 
this more ſhail be {poken hereatter , onely for the 
preſent we delire to have it granted, that when we 
were reconciled to God, he was without all doubt 
reconciled to 5 ; for our reconciliation to him, 13 
not the cauſe of his reconciation ts z5,but contrary 
his reconciliation to vs , 1s the cauſe of our recon- 
ciliation to hint. Now let us ſee the arguuent once 
againe ; For whom Chriſt dyed ; thoſe he loved. But 
Chriſt dyed for ungdalv, for ſinners, for enemies, There- 
fore he loved enemves, ſinners,ungod!ly. And with ſuch 
a love, as is not onely verball, but yc.z!,not in word, 
but in deed and in truth, as doth already appeare 
by his death, and will ; yet more plainly appeare 
thoſe afts of love, communicated unto us, even 
when we were in the ſtate of #220dlineſſe, in the 
worlt eſtate and condition. Let us conitder that 
place fo full of the glory of God,which is written, 
E22h. I6, 2, 3+ verles, unto the I5. wv ſes Thou waſt 
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Zo . 
1 caſt out 312 the open feld,. to the loathing of thy perſy7, 
i] 7 theday that thou waſt born, And whon 1 p.aſſed by 
; thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thine own bloua, T j:i« 
into thee 11 ty biloud : ye 1,4 ſaid unto t bee in thy bloza., 
H y 7. - & jo - F 
p Live, Why doth the Lord uſe this Frgemizz2tzon, 1: 
A thy bloud,, Ir 1hy bloxd ? Ts it not becauſe he knoweth 


how hardly wee arc drawne to beleeve the glory & 
bzs grace ? and how ready we are to rob him of the 
honour of his infinite mercy ? The Lord doth asit 
were ſay ; I know, you will wonder at this , that { 
ſhould ſay, Live, before you were waſhed, ſalted, or 
. ſwadied,while you were in your bloud.But I remem - 
ber the aft of my: grace which paſſed upon you: 
even in bloyd. The Lord loved us, not becaule wee 
were waſhe and cleanſedybut therefore he waſhed ant 
cleanſed us, becauſe he loved s. See the freeneſle of 
Gods love , God ſo loved the world, that be gave Þzs 
onely ber-tten Sonne , that whoſoever believeth.on Þins 
ſhall not periſh " but have everlaſting lif., Joh. Z+1 0. 
This place is well knowne unto you.it may be here 
lies hid ſomething, which many of you never dit- 
covered, namely, that Chriſt given is theeffe@ af Goa. 
love, not the cauſe. And that the love of God g0Ccs De- 
fore the gift of bs Sonne, as the cauſe goeth before 
the effect, He therefore gave his Sonne, becauſe be 
Izved, 

I this ſceme ſtrange , that Gods love ſhould be 
more ancient, in order of cauſe, then the gift of i 
Sonne, Becauſe that in him God doth communi- 
cate all things unto us; I anſwer, that Chriſt is God 


manifeſted to him in the fleſh, 3 Tim,3. 16. And that 
WI 
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12 Reconciliation 
all the bleſſings of that love, wherewith the Lord 


loved us eternally , are manifeſted onely in Chriſt 
Jefus. And in him they are tally maniteſted to have 
been for ever in the boſome of the Father: So that 
for us to ſay or think, that Chriſt purchaſed the love 
of the Father for us,jis that which I am contident;the 
Redeemer ot the world will not challenge unto 
himfelte. But ſay (as in another caſe )3t zr not min 
#0 grve, but it was given to them , to whom it is gi- 
ven before the toundation of the world was laid. 
This is all that I am able to ſpeak, un!:fle it ſhould 
be lawtall tor me, in fo reverend a myſtery, to ute 
a diſtinttion, and to conlider- in the love of God 
the or:ginall of his love, and'the continuztion there- 
of, and to ſay that the original of his love was be- 
fore the gift of his Sonne;, as the caule before the et- 
fe. But that the contin# tion of love, is to be re- 
terred unto the propriation of the Redeemer;,as the 
effeTt of that iacritice which he 'offzred. To ſpeake 
plain, Gods love was before the gitt of his Sonne, as 
the caule betore the efteft. But the continu tion of 
that love, that he ſhould love us for ever,requires a 
foregoing propitiation and ſ1tisfation.Þut when we 
ſhall ſay thus, wee fall into a depth unfearchable;, 
when we ſhall ask why the continuation of his love 
thould rather require. a foregoing propitzation, then 
the originall ſetting ofhis love upon us. I confetle I 
cannot tell what to ſay,for to cleate this;but trem- 
ble to ſpeak of this glorious myſtery. And deſire 
ro referre my ſelte to the judgement of the ſpiritu- 
all, who are able to judge all things, and to be in- 
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frufted by them, whether it be got ſafer to reſt,in 
that which was ſaid before , then with ſubtiltie of 
diſtin&ions, to wade into the depth unſearchable. 
\Ve ſee the great love of God to us in owr bloxd, 
kow that he {o loved us, that he gave #5 his Sonne ; 


[will now be bol4 to ſtep a ſtep higher , it higher 


Inay be, and to {hew you that God did not onely 


loye ns in our bloud, with his great love; But that 
lis love to us in our bloud was as great as ever after- 
rds. He loved us, I ſay, with as great love when we 
were in bloud and pollution, as he did afterward when 
we were cleanſed. 1 know the Pharifee will ſtamp at 
this,& ſay,Doth God love us as well before conver- 
on,as after converſion? Did God love Parl,with as 
Treat a love when that he perſecuted the Church, 
as when he preached the Goſpel ? I will anſwer 
bold[y, yea he did; And that I ſhall by the afliſtance 
of God prove unto you,againſt men,or devils, who 
[hall oppoſe it. That God loved us, being dead 3s 
'reſpaſſes and finnes, you have heard proved : now 
give mee leave to propound a queſtion >, Whether 
this great love wherewith God loved 1inners , be 
not his ?finzte love like himſelfe? nay whether is 1t 
any other thing then himſelte ? God #5 love, 1 Joh. 
4.16.It this be grant:d that Gods loveis infinite to 
linners, that it is like hinſelfe, yea, that it is hin- 
lelfe : for love in God is not a qualitie :Then it will 
be plaine, that his love is not capable of increaſe or 
fecreaſe, but is alwayes one and the ſame. The diffc- 
renceis in us, whoſe apprehenſions doe often i:- 
creaſe and decreaſe. Againe, is not the love of Gra to 
| | be 
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be weighed by the pledges of his /ove ? But we ſhall 


finde the grextzit pledges of his love to be given un- 
to finners, even in the ſtate of un: nodlincſſe. Wha 
greater plelge then the gitc of his Sonne ? Tr i 
God commendeth his love, & as b:tore, Rom. 5, 
All che mercies of God are commendations of hy 
tove, but none like this : All other gifts are not 
comparable to the gift of his S>nne. He tha ſpm wed 
ao hi own Some, bat delivered him up for us all, 
ball be not with him alſ) Jreely give us all ih ade] 
Rows. $. 32. Ttall things were laid in one balance, 
and the Sonne of God in the other, no man doub- 
eth, bac chat the Sonne of God w ould be infinite 
ly beyond all things. G-etcr love then this bath » 
1, th it a mm lay down bis life for Da frie ad, Joh 
f5- 13- Bar greater love hath God, in that he lai 
down his iite tor his eremtes. bt this was m mifeſtel 
the love e of God towards us , bec wiſe that Cod fees hi 
only F221 ten Sonne into tbe world, that we mirht li: 
rhrou 79 him. Herein is Irve 9100t 3 Ty ut we loved God, hut 
thi Grd Iroed us, and ſent bis Sunne to be the propi- 
tixtion for ous ſires, 1 Joh. 4 9, 10. Now that the 
Apoltie faith , Fi this was mmifeſied the love of G4 
And, Herem z5 love, he doth it to this end, thar hc 
might ſhe unto us , that Chriſt was the greateli 
manifeſtation of Gods love : Hereby perceive we the 
lave of God, That he hath laid downe his life for us, 
1 Joh. 3- 16. Thee ſpeeches are all comparative, 
ſhewing us that Gods /ove was manifeſt in nothing 
more, or rather nothing ſo much, as in the death of 
his Sonne. Abrahams love to God appeared in many 
things; 
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things ; but above all , in that he denied not his 
Sonne. For now I know that thou feareſt God, ſeeing 
hatf box hiſt not with-beld thy ſonne,thine onely ſonne from 
this me, Gen. 22. 12. May not we juſtly ſay with admi- 
$. ration unto God ; Now we know that thou leveſt us, 
his] hecaztſe thneb 1ſt not with-held thy Sonne, thine onely 
20: Sore. Thus you ſee God doth not onely love us 
re; before converlton, but he loveth us with his great 
0 love, yea his greateſt /ove that ever was communica- 
rl ted to the creature: for greater lovedid God never 
cz, manifelt to the creature, then that he ſhould give 
1b-£ his Sonne. This may more tally appeareby ſeverall 
te-Mf effefts of the love of God,communicated unto men 
2 by Godin and through his Sonne ; before conver- 
11. fton, faich, &c. or any: thing in us preconſidered. 
ui He hath choſen us in him before the foundation of the 
tel world, Eph. 1. 4. Again, He hath predeſtinated us un- 
hi: to the adoption of ſonnes, by Feſus Chriſt to himſelfe, ac- 
i. cording to the good pleaſure of bis will , to the praiſe of 
if the glory of bis grace, wherein he hath nzxde us accepted 
pi- zz the beloved, in whom wee have redemption through 
hel his bloud, even the forgiveneſſe of ſinnes , according to 
14. the riches of bis grace, ver. 5, 6, 7. In whom alſo wee 
hcl have obtained an inheritance, being predeſtinated ac- 
elth cording to the purpoſe of him , who worketh all things 
theſj after tbe counſell of his own will, verſ. 11. How many 
4, aCts of God have wee here communicated by his 
ve, grace unto the creature , before repentance, faith, 
ng} or converhon, or calling. Wee will add: to theſe 
one a of grace more communicated to the crea- 
ture inthe ſtate of. ungodlineſſe. God juſtifieth the 
B ungodly. 
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#ngodly, Rom. 4. 5. Yea, take wee ſanRification in 
the common acception, may we not ſay God ſan- 
Aificth the ungodly. For men are not ſan&tified 
becaute they are godly, but godly becauſe they are 
{anCtified. Yea one thing more, even Calling ir ſelf, 
effeti.a!l Calling, T meane, goes before converſion, 
as the caule betore the efte&: for calling is not an 
effeft of converſion , but converſion is an effe& of 
calling. It is neceflary that God call before we can 
heare; yea that God open the heart before we can 
receive. If Idid thinke that theſe things needed 
proofe, I would ſpend timeabout it. You ſee now, 
Predeſtination, Choofing, Redemption, Juſtifica- 
tion, SanEtihcation,Calling,opening of the Heart, 
all of them gracious alts of God , communicated 
unto the creature before the converſion of the crea- 
ture to God. Let us heare the Lord ſpeaking of his 
own work upon the creature, 1. 57. 18. He went 
on frowardly in the way of his beart ; I have ſeene his 
wayes,and will heale him ; Twill lead bim alſo, and rc- 
ſtore comforts to him ,and to his mourners. Whom wilt 
thou heale 2 O Lord, whom wilt thou reſtore? 
Even him whoſe wayes I have ſeen. What are thoſe 
wayes?Even frowardneſle and perverſnefle. He went 
on frowardly in the way of his heart. See againe, Iſa. 
43-25. 1, even 1 am he that blotteth out thy trauſoreſ- 
frons for mine owne ſake, and will not remember thy 
© ſirnes. Whole {innes will the Lord blot out? Look 
we back unto the 22. verſe, Thou haſt not called 


we, O Facob, thou haſt been weary of me, OTſrael, Thox 
baſt mae me to ſerve with thy faxnes , Thou baſt m_ 
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ried me with thine iniquities, ver[.2F. See, Thou haſt 
i been wearie of me, yea thou haſt wearied me. This 
ed Fi; Faxcobs qualification. This is Tſraels preparation. 
are (Then follows, 1, even I am he that blotteth ont thy 
elf, Biranſpreſſions.Asifthe Lord and ſay unto his by 
IN, ole, 28 he ſpeaketh by the Prophet Ezek. Chap. 36 
an N22. Say unto the ſe of Iſrael , Thus ſaith the Gt 4 
ot F5 #44, T doe not this for yorrr ſake, O houſe of Iſrael, but 
an IN fr my boly names ſake,whi ich yee have prophaned among 
an BE :;be Heathen, whither yee went ; or as when Iſrael was 
Id Fneer thecontines of C2142, the Lord fpeaketh thus 
W, E inco them by 1oſcs, Underſtand therefore, that the 
ca I Lord thy God ; giveth thee not this good L Ad to poſſeſſe 
It, <o thy rio} ite ile e, for thou art 4 ſtiffnecked people, 
ed NN Doe. 9.6. As if the Lord ſhould ſay, I will blot out 
ea” Ef jonr tranſgreſions. But I would have you kno 
his JI the riches of my grace. It is not any thing i In you 
ent F :hat moveth me unto it. For there is nothing i in 
bs you but rebellion ; but I doe ic for my glory ſake. 
r= I As the Propher ſpeakerth 1 in the name of the Lord, 
alt lt. a8. 8, 9. 1 knew that thou wouldeſs rale very trea 
e! I ther, ſly ,and was called a tranſgreſſour from the _—_ 
ole for my n 1mes ſake will T deferre mine anger , and for my 
nt || praiſe will Trefraine from thee , that I cut thee not off. 
ſa. | This is all the qualification we bring unto God, to 
- | win his love and mercie; We are rebellious,we are 
thy | prophane, we area ſtiffe-necked people. Andif the 
OK | Lord ſhould not love ns, untill he finde lovely con- 
0 I ditions in us,ſurely he muſt hate us for ever:If God 
ſhould not be reconciled unto us, untill we be re- 
conciled unto him ; he _ continue our enemy 
FORT 2 tor 
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for ever. Wherefore conſidering what hath been 
faid, we will be bold to conclude to the praiſe of 
the glory of his grace, that bis love and mercie to us, 
zs before all qualifications in us : that bis love and mer- 
| cy to 15F8 the cauſe of all qualifications in us. That his 
Iove towards us 75 as great before faith and converſion 
as after. There is no difference in him. But ſome 
will ſay, Peradventure we grant that God thus lo- 
veth us, as is before prov'd ; but it may be it was 
becauſe he forelaw we would be good, repent, be- 
leeve, &c. Farre be it from us to entertaine ſuch 
thoughts. He that well pondereth what hath been 
faid, ſhall well perceive, that God doth not there- 
fore love us, becaulc he foreſaw we will repent and 
beleeve, but therefore cauſeth us to repent, and be- 
leeve in his time, becauſe he loveth us. 

But to make this alſo more cleare, the Holy 
Ghoſt declares, That the kindneſſe of God toward: 
man, appeared not by works of righteouſneſſe which wee 
have done, but according to his mercy he ſzvedus, Tit.3. 
4+ 5- The patterne according to which God ſetteth 
his love upon man, was not any thing ſave his rich 
mercy, whereby it is plain, Not that we loved him, 
but that he loved us, 1 Joh. 4. 10. Tee have not choſen 
mee, bat T have choſen you, Joh. 15. 16. As our Fa- 
ther Abraham received the righteouſnefle of faith 
being yet uncircumciſed, and then received the 
ſigne of circumciſion, a ſeale of the righteouſneſſe 
of faith which he had-yet being uncircumciſed : So 
as Abraham was firſt righteous, and then circumcti- 
ſed; not firſt circumciſed, and then righteous : A 
the 
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the children of Abraham are firſt Veloved and then 
converted, not firſt comverted and then beloved. And 
as God did not account Abraham righteous becauſe 
he foreſaw he would be circumciſed, But therefore 
he gave him the figne of Circumciſion , becauſe he 
had made him righteous. So it is with the children 
of Abraham, God doth not therefore love them, 
becaule he foreſecth they will repent and beleeve, 
but therefore he cauſeth them in his time to repent 
and beleeve the Goſpel , becauſe he loved them. 
Thus have I done with the firſt thing propounded 
in the handling of this Propofition : The ſecond 
follows, namely, the anſwer unto the ſeverall Ob- 
jetions. Thefirſt and greateſt is this ; If God love 
the eleCt while they are yet dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 
and fo love them with his great love, and with as 
great love before converſion as after , as is before 
proved, then how is it faid, Pſal. 5.5. Thou bateſs 
all the workers of iniquitie ? 

And hither we may referre many places of Scrip- 
ture of like nature. If God hate all the workers of ini- 
quite, how can he be ſaid to love the ungodly ? Thus 
you fee in one ſhort ſentence, ſeemeth to be quite 
overthrowne all that I have hitherto ſpoken. To 
winde out of this labyrinth, which ſome having af- 
{ayed, have further intangled themſelves ( with in» 
vocation unto God for the wiſdome of his holy Spi- 
72t, to guide us into the truth ) I will firſt ſhew you 
what ſome have ſaid to clear this; and then I (hall 
deliver unto you mine own judgement : And yet, I 
hope, not mine own, but the judgement of the Spi- 
3 rit 
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rit of God, and of moſt of the Saints of God 
Firſt then, I find a great Catbedrall Do&or ( mo- 
ving the objeQion,and labouring to give ſolution) 
to give us this diſtintion ; That God hates the 
workes, but not the perſons of his ele&. I will nor 
ftand to queſtion, whether there may be ſuch a di- 
ftinction admitted,or no,but will take it forgrant: 
and yet I doe beleeve finne to be of that hideous 
nature, and the juſtice of God ſo perfte&, that he 
cannot but hate the perſon, unto whom he impu- 
teth, and upon whom he chargeth {tnne, if ſo be 
the perlon charged cannot give tall, perfeCt, and 
preſent ſatisfaftion. And yet will I not ſay, that 
the Sonne of God, upon whom all our iniquities, 
great 2nd ſmall, were charged, was atany time, Fzlzzus 
o4ii, a ſonne of hatred(for the father was eternally 
well pleaſed with him ) the reaſon is, that our linnes 
were no ſoonercharged upon hin, but that he had 
given full and perfe& ſatisfation, being the wh 
ſlain from the foundation of the world, Rev. 13. 
Although the foreſaid diſtinftion of perſon ar 
works, ſhould be granted, withour further queſti- 
on, yet give me leave to pronounce it nothing per- 
tinent to the ſolution of the Objettion in hand : 
For the Text faith not 'oncly he bateth the works, 
F:tt the wor &'s 5 that is 5 the perſons working 11 
74te. Another anſwer is brought to untie this 
knot, by a jugling diftinfion of a twofold love in 
God, namely, Amor benevolentie, and, amor comp!4- 
centie; that the ſimple may under Rand; there is j11 
God; fay they, a love of well-willing, and a love of 
\ liking. 
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liking. Now God ( ſay they ) loves his cleft before 


their converſion, with the love of well-w:lling, bur 
not with the love of liking. Like unto-which wee 
heare of a diſtin&ion not ſeldome, Of-the love ot 
Elefion,and the love of Juſtification. Godflay they) 
loves his ele with the love of EleCtion, but not 
with the love of Juſtification. Firſt of all, I delire 
you to conſider, whether there be not more rime 
then reaſon in theſe diſtinftions;the love of Elef7 i- 
9n, and the love of Juſtification, being nor diver{t- 
ties of love, or divers degrees of love , but divers 
manifeſtations of one and the ſame intinite love. 
As when a Father hath conveyed an inhericance to 
his Sonne, here is no new love trom the Father to 
the Sonne, but a new manifeſtation of that love, 
wherewith the Father loved the fonne betore. S2- 
condly,how can it be that God ſhould nor like the 
perſon whom he loves ? There is indeed this ditte- 
rence between Humane love and Divine ; Men com- 
monly love becauſe they like : but God likes becanle 
he loves. Man cannot but love where he /zkes. And 
 beleeve( ſpeaking of the perſon) God cannot bur 
like where he loves. To make ſuch differences of 
love in God, will(I feare)open a gap to many foule 
abſurdities. But ſuppole that thele things could be 
ſo, it will appeare that God loves the perſons of 
his eleCt, not onely with a love of Benevolence, but 
alſo with a love of Complacence and liking : For this 
is the voyce of the Father from heaven, This is my 
beloved Sonne, in whom T am well pleaſed, Mat. 3. 17» 
Here is a revelation of the love of liking, I am wel! 
B 4 pleaſed : 
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pleaſed : The Father is well pleafed in: his Sonne. 
With whom ? Surely with thoſe unto whom he 
had given.his Sonne, that is, all his ele&. Againe, 
chisanſwer, if it were beyond all exceptions, yet it 
is very 1mpertinent to the objeCtion : For the Text 
doth not onely fay,that God /eth them not with 
ſuch or ſuch a love, but in plaine terms ir faith, 
that the Lord hateth them that work iniquitie. Now 
what ſhall we ſay, that God loves a perfon with i:- 
finite love, beyond expreilion, or conccit, and yet at 
the ſame time, hateth the ſame perſon with that 
perfelt hatred wherewith he hateth all the workers 
of iniquitie. Let us take heed that we draw not a 
vaile before the face of God, and delude our ſelves 
and others with ſuch frothy and impertinent di- 
ſtin&tions. But I have by this time bred a kinde of 
wonder in you ; what I hal) ſpeak, ſeeing that 
which other men have ſaid thus far, liketh me not. 
I anſwer therefore, that this clauſe , God hateth all 
the workers of iniquitie, and God loveth the zngodly, 
are both in Scripture, and thereiore both true 
yet in a different ſenſe. The firſt, The Lord hateth 
all the workers of iniquitie, is the voyce of the Law : 
The other, the Lord loves ſenners, is the voyce of 
the Goffel ; Now the Law, and the Goſpel ſpeake 
divers things ; the one being the manifeſtation of 
Gods juſtice , tells us what we are by nature : the 
other, being rhe maniteſtation of Gods mercie, 
tells us what wee are by grace in Jetus Chriſt. 
The Law faith, that every ſinner ſhall be accurſed, 
The Goſpel faith, Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to 
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ſave ſinners. The Law faith, God Will by no meanes 
cleare the guiltie, Exod. 34.7. The Goſpel ſaith, God 
juſtifieth the ungodly. The Law declareth wrath 
without forgivenefſe : The Goſpe!, Mercy, grace and 
peace in Jeſus Chriſt. Thus tarre is the objection 
anſwered ; bur yer all difticulcie and fcruple 1s not 
removed: For the Law,you will ſay, is an eternal 
veritie, wharſoever it faith, is true. I confefle it fo, 
and one jot or tittle thereof cannot faile. But I ſay 
with the Apoſile, that whatſoever the Law ſaith, it 
ſaith to them onely , who are under the Law, and to 
none other. I ſay again, that the righteouſneſſe of the 
Law us fulfilled by Chriſt for us all; yea in all that 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit ,Rom.8.4. 
So that although rhe cleft of God are {inners in the 
judgement of the Law, Senſe, Reaſsn,yea and often- 
times Conſczence; yet having their {innes tranſlated 
unto the Sonne of God, ( in whom they were el& 
Cted ) they have the righteonſneſſeof the Law ful- 
hlled in the Mediatour , and {ſo become to be ac- 
counted righteous in his {ight; that as God on the 
one {1de delivered the innocent to death, as though 
he had been a ſinner,being made countable for our 
{1nnes : S:» on the other fide, God /oveth, juſtifierh, 
cleareth the guiltie and tinners, as it they had been 
haly, righteous, and blameleſſe. The ſumme is this, 
that as Chriſt was no ſinney indeed , and yet a ſinner 
by imputation ; 10 they that are Chriſts, are no fin- 
ners by imputation, and yet ſinners indeed. 

Thus much tor the firſt Obje&tion. The ſecond 
follows. 
ObjeGtion 2, 
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ObjeFion 2. 
FF God be reconciled unto us, hefore all conditians 
&c. How is it that our Saviour faith, at.6. 15 
If you forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither will you 
heavenly F ather forgive you your treſpaſſes. Unto which 
may be joyned that which we have, Matth.18. 35, 
So likewiſe ſhall my bexvenly Father doe alſo unts you, 
zf yee from your heart forgive not every one his brother 
zheir treſpaſſes. In which place we ſee; firſt, that amn- 
teſſe we forgive, God will not forgive us : Nay more, 
that God will reverſe the aCt of his mercy, if after 
he hath forgiven us ten thouſand talents, wee ſhall 
not forgzve an hundreth pence, we ſhall be delive- 
red to the tormentors , untill wee pay the wholc 
due. For anſwer to this Objection , wee muit lay 
downe two grounds ; The firſt, That God never re- 
verſetb the atts of his mercy communicated to his Elef, 
Por the gifts and calling of God are without repentance, 
Rom. 11. 29. God z5 not a man that be ſhould lie, nei- 
ther the ſonne of mn: that he ſhould repent, 1 Sam. 23. 
19. Theſecond ground, that Gods forgiveneſſe of w4 
25 a forerunner of our forgiveneſſe of our brethren. And 
we cannot truly forgive our brethren,untill we doe 
apprehend Gods torgiveneffe of us. Showldeſt not 
thou have had compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, even as 
T bad pitie on thee ? Matth. 18. 33. And upon this 
ground the Apoſtle prefſeth the Ephcſians unto 
kindnefle and tendernefle of heart,forgiving oxe ano- 
ther, even as God for Chriſts ſake hath forgiven you, 
Eph. 4.3. 
But then if this be ſv, what meane the foreſaid 
places, 
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laces, which ſtrengthen the Obje&ion ? T anſwer: 
Zan; F hat forgiveneſſe is there to be taken for the mani- 
154 feſtarion of forgiveneſſe : Except yee forgzue men, net- 
your ther will your heavenly Father ſo fully declare,and mani 
hichf feſt bimſelfe unto your conſciences 3 and ſo this place 
35.4 pertaineth properly to our- reconciliation with 
you, Þ God,notunto Gods reconciliation with us. That 
ther] this is not a ſubtile evaſion, but the truth,appeares 
wir tirit by a place of Scripture;ſecondly, by the judge- 
Ye, ment of Interpreters upon a like place: The place 
ter] of Scripture is found Luk, 7.47. Her finnes which are 
all many are forgiven her, for ſhee loved much. What have 
ve- | wee here? that this womans- great love was the 
ole canſe of remiſſion, or that it went before her ob- 
ay taining of remiſſion ,- as Be/larmine contendeth ? 
'e- Verily no: but it is plaine, that her remiſon obtai- 
a. ned, was the carrfe of her love. Simon, ſaith our Savi- 
e, | ozr, Acertain creditor forgave two debtors frank- 
i= ly: whereot the one ought five hundred pence, the 
3.4 othertifty ; which of the twain will love him moſt ? 
«| Simon an{wereth well, He ts whom be forgave moſt. 
41] Our Saviour maketh the application ; Seeſt thou 
e | this Woman ? Thou loveſt me a little, Thou haſt 
t | bidden me to dinner. But when T came into thy 
s | houſe, tho gaveſt me no water for my feet ; but ſhee 
s | hath waſhed my feet with her teares , and wiped then: 
> | with the haires of her head. My head with oyle thoz 
- | 4iddeſt not anoint, but this woman hath anointed my 
| feet with ointment. Thou ſeeſt, that I have forgi- 
ven thee a few ſjrnnes , and thou loveſt me a little, 
but this woman hath mwch torgiven her : There- 
tore 
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fore;ſpe loved much : whereby wee underſtand two 
things ;- firſt., that her /ove was not the cauſe of 
Forgiveneſſe, but forgiveneſſe a cauſe of her love. Se- 
condly, That forgiveneſſe in this place includeth the 
enanifeſtation of forgiveneſſe : many finnes are forgi- 
ven her; the ſenſe is this, it appeareth unto this 
wornan, that I have pardoned a multitude of finnes 
tor her. I hisis the Scrpiture. 

-- The judgement of Interpreters in the Proteſtant 
Church, upon a like place, is occalioned by an ar- 
gument urged by Cardinall Be/armine, and other 
Peplings; againit the Proteſtants, on this wile : If, 
ſaith he, the Proteſtants have.pardon of all their 
linnes, in ſuch wiſe as they fay they have, why doe 
they yet pray, forgive us our treſpaſſes * it they be al- 
ready forgiven ? The Proteſtants anſwer with one 
confent; T hat they doe beg at the hands of God, 
greater? certaintie , and aſſurance of his grace tos 
wards them : The Petition forgive us our treſpaſſes, 
may well ſtand with aſſurance of pardon. The con- 
deinned perſon that is upon the ladder, having re- 
ceived the pardon of a gracious Prince, heares it 
read ; is affured of it, and rejoyceth in it ; yet this 
perlon being called into the prelence of the King, 
# he ſhould fall downe and ſay, Pard in me my Lord 
te King ; who could lay folly to his charge ? So 
we.having received the tree pardon of tinne at his 
hand already, yet as ofc as we come into his pre- 
ſence, wee cry'to the glory of his grace, forgive us 
exr treſpaſſes:tor while we begatthe hands of God, 
that which we have before received, we doe mag- 
nine 
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nifie his grace , that hath freely given it. Againe, 
who ſo ſure, and certain of pardon, but that he ei- 
ther needeth a greater aſſurance, or at leaſt that aſ- 
ſurance to be by Gods mercy continued. Thus 
much for the ſecond Obje&ion. The third fo!- 
loweth. 

If God loveus in blowud and pollution, as well before 
converſion, as afrer converſion ; then to what purpoſe 
ſerve our faith and good works ? 

Firſt, I anſwer this objeCtion indire&ly,by pro- 
pounding one Queſtion ; Whether thou thinkeft 
that thy faith and good workes can obtaine, or 
procure the love and favour of God. It thou ſayet 
no, then why doeſt thou make this objeQtion ? If 
thou ſayeſt yea, then I demand , who ſhall give 
thee faith and good works ? Shouldſt thou expett 
them from any other then from the hand of a lo- 
ving God ? 

Secondly , I anſwer direQly , by ſhewing thee 
the true office of faith : Although faith doe nct 
procure Gods love and favour , yet is it to very 
good purpoſe, and exceeding precious : That you 
way know the love of God, and be ſealed with the 
holy Spirit of promiſe. Iz whom after yee beleeved yee 
were ſealed with the holy Spirit of promiſe ; which u the 
earneſt of our inheritance unto the redemption of the putr- 
chaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of his glory, Eph. 1. 13, 
14. The Originall reads it, In whom beleeving yer 
were ſealed : fo that beleeving is ſealing, and an ear- 
neſt of the inheritance. Secondly , that beleeving, 


you who were under darknefle, and ig the ſhadow 
of 
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of death, and-ſaw no light, yet I fay beleeving yer 


might rejoyce. with Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, 


receiving the end of your faith, 1 Pet. 1. $. Rom. 15. 
13. The God of bope fill you with all joy and peace in be- 
leeving. 

Thus you fe your faith is to very good pur- 
pole, & yet not to that purpoſe, to obtain the love 
and favour of God. Thus much for the office of 
faith ; yet doeI not undertake, to ſer out unto you 
the whole office of that molt precious gift,but one- 
ly ſo much as may ſerve to anſwer the preſent ob- 
jetion. 

Buc ſecondly, to what purpoſe ſerve our good 
works? 

I anſwer,to very good purpoſe allo : namely, to 
expreſſe our thankefulneſſe to God,and our Lord Fe- 

ſus Chriſt , who hath delivered us tron our ene- 
mies : That we being delivered might ſerve him with- 
ont feare, in balineſſe an4 righteouſneſſe before him all 
the dayes of our life, Ln. 1. 743 75. Wee doe not 
ſerve God co obtain deliverance by lerving, of him: 
But of his free grace obtaining deliverance we ſerve 
him. We doe not ſerve God t9 vbtaine ſalvation, 
but obtaining ſalvation freely by Jeſus Chriit, we 
offer up our ſoules and bodies, a living facritice of 
thankſgiving. I anſwer further, Thy good works 
may be profitable wnto men , T it. 3. 8. but not unto 
God, who is of gbſolute perte&ion,and needeth not 
any thing which thou can doe. Car a man be pro- 
fitable unto God, as be that is wiſe may be protable un- 
#0 bimſelfe ? Is it any pleaſure to the Almightie thas 
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thou art righteous ? or 1s it any gaine to himthat thou 
makeſt thy wayes perfeb? ? Job 22: 2, 3. Thus you ſee 
the office of your faith and workes. Becauſe we ſay 
that God loves us as well before converſion as at- 
ter, doe wee therefore make faith and works void ? 
God forbid. Muſt I needs put out my fire, becauſe 
| will not fet it on the top of the houſe £ No, I will 
keep2 it within the chimney , which is the proper 
place. Woe be to that Citie , where the hire (hall 
overtoP the houſes : fire is precious in the chimney, 
bur dangerous elſewhere.Precious is the gift of faith, 
if kept within his own ſphere; butif wethall begin 
ro lift it up, and place it in the throne of Chriſt, 
what rock more dangerous to the ſoule? The Bra- 
ſen Serpent was a great blefling ſo long as Iſrael look- 
ed at it by Gods appointment, to be healed of the 
biting of the fiery Serpents. But when once 1ſrae! 
ſhall burne incenſe unto it , let it be Nehuſhtan, a 
piece of gil cankred brafle, 2 King.18. 4. Thus tor 
the thy#d objefion, the fourth follows. 

It God love us with as great a love before converſt= 
on 4s after, then what need wee take care what we 
doe? It we repent and beleeve, the Lord will love 
us never the better ; It we neither repent nor be- 
leeve, the Lord will love us never the worſe. An- 
wer. I can hardly vouchſafe to-givean anfwerto 
this objeion, becauſe the wiſe man adviſeth, Prov. 
26.4. Anſwer not a foole according to hz folly,left thou 
be like unto bim, And yet I muſt give an anſwer, be- 
cauſe the wiſe man commandeth, zerſ. 5. Anfwer a 
fools according to bis folly , leſt he be wiſe in bis owne 


conseit. 
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conceit. Leſt if T ſhould paſſe by this obje&tion, tho. 
ſhouldeſt triumph as if thou hadft gotten the vito- 


ry. 1 anſwer therefore with the Apoſtle, Shall we 
fin that grazemay abound, and ſhall we ſin becauſe wee 
are not under the Law, but under Grace ? God forbid, 
Rom.6.15. This objeftion was moved by cavelling 
ſpirits, even in the Apoſtles time , well nigh 1600. 
years agoe, and you ſce the Anſwer. And now the 
{ame ſpirit rageth in thee. But I thought what a 
cuſtomer wee ſhould have of thee. Thou woulde(t 
make men beleeve, that thou art no Fuſticiary, no 
Papiſt , not one that ſezks to be juitited by thy 
works. And yet it thy works cannot obtaine Gods 
f wor, it they cannot procure an zrcre.zſe of his love, 
thou wilt preſently cait off all, and give libertie to 
thy fleth. Give me leave to ſpeak plain, Thox art he 
that turneſt the grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt into roan- 
tonneſſe, whoſe end 1s aeſirution,whoſe God 1s thy belly, 
whoſe glory us thy ſhame, who mindeſt earthly things, 
Phil. 3. 19. But be it known unto thee, that the 
grace of God teacheth (other things, namely ) to deny 
all ungodlineſſe and worldly luſts , and to Iive ſoberly, 
rzghteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 

But I perceive by this objeCtion, that thou ac- 
countedit this a doCtrine of libertie, to declare the 
free love of God in Jeſus Chriſt;and thou thinkeſi 
It were better to hide:this from the people, and to 
terrifie them with hell-fire, with wrath, and judge- 
ment, and with the fiery flaſhings of Mount Sinaz, 
and to keep.them in bondage.l can hardly refraine 
trom giving thee very evil] fannie that art thus 
Wea pre- 
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oreſurnptuous and audacious to contradi the 
Lord Jeſus, who hath given commandement that 
the Goſpel of peace ſhould be preached to all Na- 
yee (tions. I will fpareto ſpeak what Ithink, and conr- 
ia, [mend unto thy conlideration the judgement of one 
ng (of our own Countrimen, whoſe learning was by 
0, [his adverſaries commended , whoſe conſtancie and 
he [| patiencein his martyrdome was admired : it was 
r a | John Frith; who writech to this effe&: Thou maiſt 
>|: E preach hell ana damnation, and the rendring of a 
10 fterribleaccomnt to a ſevere fudge, &c. ſeven yeares 
together, and yet not make one good Chriſtian 
4; Aman. He that would make a good Chriſtian, les 
e, || the love of God bethe firſt ſtone, -which he layerh 
-o | for the foundation. Thus he ſpeaketh. And indeed 
be | what motive to obedience {vu {trong as love? Many 
= | waters cannot quench love, neither can the flouds 
7, | drowne it, Cart.s.7. What greater feare then that 
7, | which proceedeth trom love ? If wee have an ene» 
c | my whom we hate, wee ſheath a ſword in his bow- 
y | <!s, or cleave his head with a Polax, and cry him 
7, | no mercy : but how carefull are we not to doe the 
leaſt injury to a friend ? if wee tread on his finger, 

- | weare (ory. at the heart. What greater aggrava- 
e | tion of {inne, then to finne againſt love? Were not 
t | he an ungracious and rebellious ſonnie among(t 
» | men, who ſhould reaſon thus : 1 have an indul- 
- | gent Father,who loveth mee exceedingly,deemeth 
nothing too good for me, who hath given mee af 
ſurance and poſſeſſion of his whole inhericance, 
therefore I will ſarely negle& him, I will —_—_ 
C elte 
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ſelfe undutifull againſt him, I will no more regard 
his commands, or attend unto his precepts, but 
whatſoever will grieve him, that will I doe. What 
heart could not afford to caſt a ſtone atthe head of 
ſuch a ſon of Belial as this, to daſh out his brains ? 
For ſhame let the mover of this obje&ion bluſh, 
and hide his head, let him conſider his folly,. The 
caſe is thine , thou art the man ; becauſe God a- 
boundeth in free love, mercy, and kindneſle;there- 
fore thou wilt abound in wretchednefle. I ceaſe to 
ſpeak any farther of this to thy greater ſhame. The 
ffth obje&ion follows, which is indeed more man- 
nerly then the former. 
Objet 108 5. 

If God love us,and be reconciled unto us,before 
our taith., and-our converlion , then a man may 
poſſibly dye without faith, and yet be ſaved. 

I anſwer : This followeth not , becauſe God 
hath ingaged hinvw{elfe to the contrary : which if he 


' had not done, much might have been ſaid. But we 


ſee, he that cannot lye, hath ingaged himſelfe un- 
to his people; 1 will put my Law into their hearts, 
arid in their minds will I write them , Heb. 10. 6. 
And all ſpall know mee from the leaſt to the greateſt, 
Heb. 8. 11. AU thy children ſhall be taught of God, 
Joh. 6. 54+ Ifaiah 54. 13. So that we ſay, He that 
beleeveth not ſha be damned. Not becauſe his be- 
leeving doth alter or change his eſtate before God; 
but becauſe the'God of truth hath promiſed, that 
he will not onely give us remiſlion, but that he will 
alſo givefaith for our conſolation ; and ſo faith be- 
conumeth 


WeeC 


plica 


of God to Man. = 


commeth ainote and mark of life everlaſting, and 
finall infidelicic a ſure riote of eternall condemna- 
tion 3 that whoſoever, or whatſoever he be in lite 
or conyerfation , yet he that beleeveth not ſhall be 
damned. Thus mueh for the fitth. 
Objeltion 6. 

The ſixth objeftion : If God love us,as you ſay, 
why doth he ſuffer us to live ia 11a 50.0r 60.years ? 

I anſwer: What art tho that replieſt againſt God ? 
How unſearchable are his judgements , and his wayes 
»4ſt finding out ? Rom. 11.33, Againe, let us aske 
Paul, why the Lord ſattered him ( being an elect 
and choſen veſlel! ) to perfecute his Saints unto 
death and bonds;and ro cauſe many toblaſpheme; 
and he will tell us,thot zz him firſt Jeſus Chriſt might 


ſhew forth all long-ſ«tfering for a pattern to them which 


bould bereafter beleeve on him to life everlaſting, 1 


Tim. 1. 16. Thirdly, thou mayeſt as well object, 


ſeeing that God is of infinite power, why doth he 
ſuffer ſinne in the world ? if thou ſhouldeſt, the 
Lord will give anſwer, 4 grace us ſufficient for thee, 
2 Cor. 12. 9. Thus tarre tor the obje&ions, now 
wee come to the third thing propounded, The ap- 
plication of what hath been ſpoken. 

Application 1. 

In the-firſt place we will obſerve the difference 
between the true Religion and the falſe, from that 
which hath been ſpoken. There are many religions 
in the world. And it fareth with diverfities of re- 
ligions, as with diverfities of opinions: there is a 
poſlibilitie that they be all falſe, bur ic is altogether 
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Impoſſible that they ſhould be all true. There is but 


one true Religion, but there are many falſe : the 
falſe Religions fceming to differ exceedingly a- | tlem 
mongſt themſelves, in very many things, even in || neck 
the objc& of worſhip, and in the matter,and man- | in ſo 
ner ; yet be they never ſo different , there is one || they 
common foundation, wherein they doe all agree, || tend 
and wherein they differ from the true. The true re- Þ neſlc 
lgion propoundeth unto us a God in chiefe, re- || one « 
concilcd, pacified, pleaſed, a juſtice already fatiſ- Þ| cerer 
fied, a propitiation made, finnes taken away: and || were 
we have not one jot, not one apex ir all the new || diffe: 
Covenant to be found of reconciling God to us, || reaſc 
bur of our reconciliation to God : The new Cove- || the c 
nant maniteſteth unto us a God already reconci- || the | 
led to us, and the whole miniſtery of reconci- || finds 
liation propoundeth our reconciliation to God. || ſtanc 
Now this.is the common charaCer of all falſe re- Þ ſubſt 
ligions of what ſort ſoever, Jewes, Turks, Papiſts, | way 
Phariſaicall Proteſtants , Heathen, all propound | tend 
in ice degree or other , an angry-God, a deitie | vour 
not reconciled, and then preſcribe certain means || ken, 
and ſervices whereby to appeaſe his wrath, and to || cern' 
quench his diſpleaſure, and to obtaine his loveand | whe! 
tavour. Man doth nor oftner ſeek after falvation, | Xzd 
but he naturally ſtumbleth upon this principle, | N 
What ſbal! I doe to be ſaved ? The world would be || how 
laved by doing. Aartin Luther ſpeaking of this | way 
difference, doth more then once compare the falſe } Chri 
Religions unto Sampſons foxes, Judg. 15. 4. their || reti 
heads looking divers wayes, but they were faſtned 
together 
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__—_ by the tayles. This compariſon wee doe 
imbrace z yet I had rather compare them to Gen- 
a- | tlemens Spaniels,which are faſtned together by the 
in | necks, but looſe at the tayles. They ditter indeed 
n- | in ſome circumſtances, but in the main ſubſtance 
ne | they agree in one. Doe wee not ſee ſome men con- 
e, | tending with the Papilts , with wondertull cager- 
e- | neſfſe? doe we not ſee others tugging, and haling, 
e- | one one way, the other another ; one for this 
{> | ceremony, and another for that, as though there 
d | were a mortall difference between them , yea the 
w || difference fo great, that it is ſometimes the greate{t 
$, £ reaſon for one fide to refuſe this or that, becaule 
e- | the other uſeth it : Now he that ſhall ſearch inco 
i- {| the innermott ſecrets of theſe antagoniſts, ſhall 
i- I finde, them that ſo eagerly differ about circum- 
d. | ſtance, ( who could have beleeyed it ? ) to agree in 
e= | ſubſtance. Like Ships that faile in the Sea a great 
s, | way afinder, yet all tending to one haven. All 
& | tending to this end , to winne or obtaine the fa- 
ie | vour ofan angry God. This that hath been ſpo- 
18 | ken, may prove a helpe to adminiſter a ſpirit of dit- 
0 || cerning unto the fimple, in theſe diſtrattzd times, 
4 | wherein the Common-wealth is not more diſtra- 
1, | Ad then the Church. 

e; | Now among ſo many diverities of opinions, 
xx | how ſhall we know which is the old and the good 
is | way, that wee may walke in it ? One faith I am 
Chriſt, another nay, but Iam Chriſt: for thy di- 


ir f re&ion, ſearch for that religion that abaſeth man, 
df] that giveth the glory of grace to God; that pro- 
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poundeth the free love of God in Jeſus Chriſt, | [ea 
without mixture of any thing in the creature, that Þ ya; 
is the true religion , all the reſt are falſe ; that is | -of ( 


the true way, and ſtraight line, all the reſt are Þ| jn t 
counterfeit, and crooked. This is the firſt appli- | mit 
cation. love 

The ſecond Application is to correCt our ido- {| ce; 
latrous thoughts and judgements, that wee have | yas 
had oft God. What foolith fancies have poſſeſt our | Bu} 
ſoules? How often have we thought God to be | tha 
like unto our ſelves ? How many times have wee | for; 
imagined an angry God, a wrathtull Majeſtie? ] 
And ſought to appeaſe his indignation by faſting, Þ mij 
by praying , by almes, by teares, and ſuch like | {111 
things ? O footiſh man ! if his wrath ſhould notbe Þ © \ 
before appeaſed , what creature could ſtand in his of, 
fight? Doe wee not ſee when ſome Lion-like man | hax 


is incenſed, the whole houſe trembles, not one fer- | hal 
vant, no not a fonne dares come into his preſence, | fc 
before his wrath be over ? If we ſo feare the unjui: | {4 


wrath of man, how terrible would the juſt wrath | Joy 
of conſuming fire be? what great preſumption were | cul 
it for the creature to come into his preſence, it his | acc 
wrath were not appeaſed. We complaine of idola- | gif 
try crept into our unhappie Nation. We complain | for 
of bowing,of cringing, of croſſing, and many fuch | tg 
topperies. Search wee, I beſeech you, if idolatry | an; 
have not hitherto crept into your hearts, if you | fee 
have not ſet up a great idol, and bowed untothat | Je 
image, with:all it worſhippeth. Learne to make 
clean the inhde as well as the outſide of nA 
rne 


* —w— — — 


of God to Man. = 
Learne to baniſh out of the ſoule thoſe fooliſh and 


vaine conceits : learne to ſee the glory of the face 


'of God in Jeſus, and to worihi, him in ſpirit and 


in truth. There cannot be greater idolatry com- 
mitted, then toconceive a potlibilicie of gaining the 
love and favour of God, by works wrought inthe 
creature. This is as great an idoll as that which 
was ſer up in the plain of Dr, in the Province of 
Babylon, 1ixtie cubits high, Dan. 3. T his is the Beaſt 
that hath made the whole carth to partake of her 
fornications. 

The third Application, is to ſtirre us up to ad- 
mire the exceeding love of God, and his wonder- 
full goodneſſe. Heare, O heavens, and give care, 
O earth , whether ever the like grace were heard 
of, lince the mountaines were framed. Who could 
have expe&2d, that the Lord ſhould have been 
halfe ſo gracious ? Did wee ever imagine to heare 
ſach a voyce from heaven to earth, ſo full of grace, 
ſo full of glory ? Had the Lord propounded his 
love and reconciliation to us, upon hard and dith- 
cult conditions, yet ifpoſlible, ſhould not we have 
accounted it an happineſſe, for what would not the 
diſtreſſed ſoule have done, ( witnefſe the a&sof our 
forefathers,) for to have purchaſed remiflion, and 
to have obtained the favour of God ? But ſee, it 
any grace be like to this grace : The Lord calleth 
from heaven,unto the ſonnes of men, by his Sonne 
Jeſus, ſaying; O yee ſonnes of men, what could 
I have done, or what could you have wiſhed me to 
doe, more then I have done? Behold, I am friends 
C 4 with 
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with you, I love you truly ; ſee, have I not given 
you my Sonne ? And now I beſeech you by my 
Sonne, that you would be reconciled unto mee ; 
I am friends with you , be you. friends with mee. 
Did weeever think to heare the God of Heaven to 
beleech and intreat us to be reconciled unto God ? 
That man ſhould intreat God to be reconciled, 
was that we might imagine ; but that wee ſhould 
finde God already reconciled, and praying of man 
that he would be recenciled ; this is grace beyond 
expreſſion. And as this ſets forth the glorious grace 
of God, ſo doth it aggravate oar unthanktulneſſe 
unto God, it we ſhall refule his gracious offer. 

It ſome poore and baſe man , ſome notorious 
perſon, had offended the Magiſtrates of this Citie, 
whereby he had deſerved ſevere puniſhment, yer 
the Magiſtrates ſhould fend for this offender , and 
declare themſelves ſatisfied , and intreat him to 
ſhake hands with them : If now this offender 
(hould ſtubbornly refuſe to be reconciled to then) 
whom he had offended, what ſhould we think of 
ſuch a perſon ? The caſe is ours, itis wee that have 
oftended God,God hath nor offended us ; yet now 
when the offended God ſhall declare his grace,and 
ſend the miniſtery of reconciliation to us , who 
were offenders, if we {hall now refuſe, and turne 
away cur cares, and refuſe to ſubmit to his righte- 
ouſnelie, what ingratitude will this be ? That wee 
may yet more admire the grace of our God, the 
Lord is pleafed to uſe familiar expreſſions, to de- 
clareunto us, that it pleaſed God to betroath un- 
s tO 
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cohinſelfe a wife, whom he would admit into: ſo 
y | much favour , asto call him Ii, my Husband, 
23 | Hoſea 2. 16. unto whom he would vonchlafe to 
e. {| much honour, as tocall her his Spoule, his Love, 
20 | his Dove, &c. and to betroath her unto hinnelte 
[? | forever. Who is ir unto whom the Lord vouch- 
1, | fafeth ſach grace ? What perſon is it whom the 
d I Lord will take to be his Spcute ? Was there ever 
n | {ach athing as thjs heard ? That povertie ſhould 
d | fue unto riches ? Thar deformitie ſhould ſue-unto 
e | þeautie, is no wonder : But that a mighty, rich, 
e | beautifull, and potent Prince , ſhould ſte unto a 

poore old,aecrepit,deformed, difealed; loulie beg- 
s | gar, what ſtory can witnefſe any ſuchthing? And 
> | with reverence and trembling be it ſpoken , the 
t | mightie God of heaven berroaths unto himlel]te, 
{ | and fweares unto vile, poore, detormed , 1intul}, 
» | diſeaſed, loathſom ran. When man intendeth to 
| rake acompanion of his love, ſome aimeat nobili- 
] tic, lome at beautie, others at riches ; theſe are the 
f | three load-ftones that commonly attract the Jik- 
* | ing and loveof man: Burt it is not ſo with Gud. 
* | Look weat the nobilitie of his Spoule, at her pa=- 
rentage, from whence ſhee is deicended, Thy father 
was an Ammorite, thy mother a Hittite : (hee is baſe 
borne,a darghter of whoredoms. Þut it may be beau- 
tie might recompence the baſeneſſe of her birth. 
Look weat her beautie : her native beautie 1s bloud 
and pollution, a defurmed creature ; Her artificial] 
peautic, neither waſhing, nr ſwadling, nor ſalting. 
But peradventure , what was lacking in birth and 
beauticy 
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beautie, might be ſupplied in riches and plentie, 
( for riches mate many marriages, ) let us ſurvey 
her riches: Behold, in ſtead of an habitation, Thoy 
waſt caſt out in the open field : In ſtead of rayment 
not wherewithall to buy her wedding garments and 
ornaments, 34kedneſſe, even ſtark n 1hedneſſe, T ſpread 
tbe skert of my clothing over thee, and croered th y 24- 
kedneſſe. Here is a Spouſe that hath not where- 
withall to buy her a wedding g.zrment. O the depth 
of the riches of the mercy of God ! Neither noble, 
nor beautifull, nor rich ; and yet the Lord hath ſet 
his love upon us. Nay, here is one thing exceedeth 
all this that hath bzen ſpoken : So milerable was 
our condition , that ic hath coſt the Lord a great 
dowry. And the Lord muſt buy us unto himſelfe, 
not with filver or gold, nor with 200. fore-skins 
of the Philiſtims ; but wich the precious bloud of 
the Sonne of God. I deſire to leave you in admira- 
tion of this tranſcendent love , and to paſſe unto 
_ fourth Application to comfort the diſtreſſed 
ſoule. 

Here are the queries of thy burdened ſoule an- 
{wered. What goodnefle muſt I finde in me? What 
conditions? What qualifications, before that I be- 
leeve God to be a father to me in Chriſt? What 
mulſt I doe to be ſaved ? Thou ſeeſt here the free- 


_ nefſe of Gods grace,the glory of his reconciliation. 


AndIwill be bold to fay unto thee,as ſes ſpeak- 
eth unto 7/-2e/ in another caſe, Stand ſtif, and ſce 
the ſalvation of the Lord , which be hatb ſhewed you 
thu day, Exod. 14. 13. Oras Fehaziel ſpeaketh un- 
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to Judah in another caſe ; Tee ſpall tot need to fight 
in this battell, ſct your ſelves, ſtand yee ſtill, and fee the 
ſalvation of the Lord with you, O Fud.þ , and Feruſt- 
lem, 2 Chron. 20. 17. What ſhall I doe to obtaine 
the favour of God? I ſay, beleeve him favourable 
unto thee, freely for his own ſake. But: here the 
poore ſoule will objeCt and ſay ; Alas! ſhould Lbe- 
leeve that have not 0:;e jot of gocdnefie in mee ; 
Nay more, that have all manner ot evill in mee ? 
| anfiver » Thou haſt as much in thee as/God re- 
quires at thy hands, to precede his love, to goe be- 
tore his reconciliation. It he had ſaid he could nor 
love thee before ſuch and fuch conditions , then 
thou mightelt have had caule to diſtruſt his love. 
But thou halt ſeen his love to man, even dzad in 
treſpailes and iinnes. He came to call finners, not 
righteous to repent; ce: Come to him emptie ot 
all goodnelle, and partaxe of his tulnefle: come to 
hi m hungry, and he {hall hll chee ; thiritic, and he 

{hall ſatisftie thee. O whart in; fury doe wee unto the 
co ot God, in that we imagine God to be like 
unto ſome niggardly man , who wil! not bid ns 
welcome to his houſe, unleſſe wee bing our coft 
with us: I he Lord looks for nothing at our hands 
to obtaine his favour : come unto him naked, and 
he ſhall cloath thee. 

Bat the poore ſoule will yet objeCtſmrther, and 
ſay : My cale is yet worle then you p— ;for 1 
am not onely voyd of goodneile, I am not onely 
full of filthinefle and aboraineion. bur which is 
worſt of ail, I cannot leave my ſinnes., I'cannot 

forlake 
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forſake my whoredomes and drunkenneſſe. How |, 


oft have I vowed ? How oft have I promiſed? Yea 
how oft have I ſworne to forſake my finnes, and 
yet all in vaine? Lhave returned with the Dog to 
the vomit, and with the waſhed Sow, to wallow in 
the mire? What ſay you to my caſe? IfT ſhould 
now come unto Chriſt,would he bid me welcome? 
If I ſhould belezve God loving unto mze, would ir 
not be the greater fin unto m2? Muſt not I forſake 
and leave my ines, before I beleeve ? Muſt not I 
caſt out the rubbiſh out of my ſoule, before Chriſt 
will love m2? Muſt I nat firſt be waſhed and clean- 
ſed, before Chrift will ſhew any favour unto me? 
Alchough the anſwer to this obje&ion doe pro- 
perly belong unto the ſecond thing to be ſhewed ; 
(namely ) mans reconciliation to God, yet I will 
ſpeak ſomething. And I deſire thee to try one con- 
duſion , tocome unto Chriſt firſt, and leave th 
finnes afterward ; get power from him to forſake 
thine iniquities. This is the reaſon why thy la- 
bour hath been in vaine, becauſe thou haſt gone 
the wrong way to worke, that is, to mortifie thy 
ſinne firſt, and to come to Chriſt afterwards. 

Now how is it poſſible thou ſhouldeſt mortifie 
thy ſinne before thou beleevelt in his name, when 
whatſoever is ot of faith, xs ſinne ? Doeſt thou think 
to caſt out rubbiſh without him ? Doeſt thou think 
to bind the ſtrong man by thine owne power ? 
Thou art deceived. Wouldeſt thou mortifie thy 
{inne? See the order of the holy Ghoſt, Col. 3. 5. 
Mortifie themfore your m:mbers which are upon _ 
earth, 
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earth, fornication, &rc. Therefore, wherefore ſee ver. 1. 
If yee be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things that are a= 
bove. Firſt riſe with Chriſt , and then mortifie- 
See the example of Mary, who had ſeven Devils in 
her, ſhee doth not fay , If 1 could caſt out my De- 
vils, then I would come to Chriſt, but {hee com- 
meth and bringeth her ſeven Devils with her, and 
the Lord caſteth them ont every one for her. Doe 
thou likewiſe, bring thy finnes with thee , and ler 
him caſt them cation thee. If thou ſay, if I were 
waſhed, then I could beleeye, then I could come 
boldly to him ; I ask thee, who ſhould waſh thee? 
I ſay, come unto him foule, and he ſhall make thee 
cleane. Doth not he call all that Jabour , and are 
beavie laden, Mat. 11. 28. the burden and load is 
{inne. He doth not ſay, Lay downe your burden 
firſt, and then comennto me ; but come unto me 
laden, and I will give you reſt. 

But you will ſay, is it not written, that neither 
formicators, nor idol aters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate 
perſons , &c. ſhall inherite the kingdome of God ? 
1 Cor. 6. 9,10. Againe, isIt not written , Without 


* boline(ſe no mart ſhall ſee God, Heb. 12. 14. To fee God, 


and t0 inherite the kingdome of God, are nothing elſe, 
but to beleeve in Gol, and his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt. 
But this you (ce cannot be witliout holineſſe,there- 
fore I muſt have holinefle firſt , before I can be- 
leeve. I anfwer, The Text faith not fo, but with- 
out bolineſſe no man ſball ſee God. If 1 ſhould ſay, 
without cating and drinking no man can live; 
wouldſt thou preſently conclude, that I muſt _ 
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and drinke before I be alive? When ſenſe will tell 
thee I muſt be alive, before I can cate and drinke. 
Yer this is thy arguing, Withbut holineſſe no man 


fhall ſee God, therefore we muit have holinefle be-- 


fore we can ſee God. When it is evident, we mult 
{-e God before we can have holinefſe ; for, Whu- 
ſever 3s not of faith, is ſinne, Rom. 1.4.23. But the 
meaning of the place is, thac Chrit will not one- 
ly parge the conicience, but the conveclation ally 
of all fuch as cometo him, that is, belezve in his 
Name; and that a reforme conveciation hall 
(thouzh not goz betoce) yet ac:ompany a cleare 
appreheniton of the grace of Gad in Chriſt Jelus, 
And thus wee give an anſwer unto that other 
potion of holy Sccipure, Fornicators ſhall nor 
Inherit the Kingdome of God:; not that it-is to be 
rhouzhe, that mea pauſt fiefſt pnocti ic cheic 1innes, 
before they can come to the Ifingdome of God ; 
but that entring ico the Kingdome of God, the 
Lord would vouchſaie unto them power to re- 
torme their lives. And that th's is the true ſenſe of 
the placezis plaine by the eleventh verſe; Such were 
ſame pf you, but yee are waſhed, but yee are ſandified, 
but -yee are 1yſtified in the name of the Ld eſus, and 
by the Spirit of our God, They were ſuch untill they 
were waht, and how were they waſht? even iz the 
x ame of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our. God, 
When che buyers, and fellers had prophaned the 
Temple, the Lard doth nor ſtay while ſome body 
haJ cait them our, and then gae into the Temple 
afcerwards , but he enters inco the Temple firt, 
| and 
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1 knd making a ſcourge of ſmall cords, he drove 
them all out ofthe Temple, Fob. 2. 15. 

So fareth it with the Temple of thy body, that 
s prophaned with {inne, and thy conſcience that 
is defiled with iniquitie. Thou muſt not: thinke 
that thy conſcience muſt be waſhed firſt, and then 
the Lord to enter afterwards , but the Lord muſt 
. ffirſt enter, and waſh thee , and purge thee by his 
> Ibloud, which prrgeth the conſcience from dead works, 
; Ftv ſerve the living God, Heb. 9. 14. Therefore thou 
complaineſt, thou canſt not leave thy ſinnes. I ay, 
thou hadſt the more need to beleeve in Chriſt, 
that thou mighteſt have power to forlake them. 
But poore ſoule, thou doeſt objeCt further , and 
ſay , I have been an extortioner , a grinder of the 
faces of the poore, a theefe , a purloyner , and 
what, ſhall I venture to beleeve in Chriſt, before I 
have made reſtitution , and ſatisfa&tion to them 
whom I have wronged? Are wee not taught out 
of the Father , Non remittitur peccatum , nift re- 
ſtituatur oblatum ; without reſtitution no remiſ- 
j1on ? 

I anſwer : Firſt, there are many things that are 
well ſpoken by the Fathers, in one ſenſe , which 
are perver{ly applyed in another. This ſentence is 
truein reſpe& of reconciliation of man to man ; 
but not true in reſpe& of God to man, or man to 
God. As when a man ſhall by a lawfull Church 
be for extortion excommunicated , the Church 
ought not to receive him againe until! reſtitution 
be made. And thus may wee in good ſenſe —_—_ 

ſtan 
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ttand other paſſages of the Fathers, which are b- 
therwile perverſly applycd by themſelves and o- 
thers. Wilt thou d:ſe Jerve pardon ( ſaith Amoreſe ) I 
waſh away thy ſinnes by teares. This is good in my 
ficit ſenſe of reconciliation of man to man,as when 
the Church thail excommunicate an offender, and 
he ſhall humble himſelfe with teares in his eyes, 
he'ought againe to be reczived. But to apply this 
as a meancs to reconcile God to man, there can be 
nothing more abominablc. 

Thus much by the way, to give thee warning of 
rhe grolle applications which are made out of the 
Fathers , by thoſe which undec{tand not whar 

they ſay. But ro anſwer thy doubt : Thou teareit 
to beleeve, becaule thou hait not made reſtitution. 
I {ay, beleeve firit, make reſtitution afcerward : fox 

this, wee have an example beyond all exception, 
E:4%. 19.8. Zheus ood forch, and ſaid unto the 
Lands Behoid, Lord, the halfe of my goods T' give 10 
112e poares and if-I b awe Farr any thing from any man, 
by fi 'le accrt{uti 7, 1 re ſic Ore DIR fourfold, It wee looke 
backe to the 1ixth verie, there we fee that Zachers 
received Chriſt joytully. Zachews was an arch-puvli- 
e212, verl. 2. a man that was a ſerner, verl-7. yet this 
ſinner, this arch-puvlican received Chrilt fiwit, ( nor 
11to his houſe onely, but into his heart allo ) and 
then he makes reſtitution afterward z goe and doe 
likewiſe ; thou ſeeſt the abundant grace of God a- 
bove and beyond all obſtacles : it thou canſt be- 
leeve,thou neede!t not fearc,;though thou haſt been 


never ſo tinfull. Thus much for the fourth Appli- 
Ipplie 
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| Application 5. 

The fifth: If God be lo freely reconciled to us, 
how ought we to beeafieto be intreated to be re- 
:ondiled one to another ? The Lord ſlow to wrath. 
and full of compaſſion, and vo hinaneſſe, Take we 
heed that we be not full of wrath, and ſlow to 
compaſſion. God is reconciled to us before wee 
askez how much more ought wee to be reconciled 
:0 thoſethat have offended us,and fay,Forgive us? 
Oh that we had ſo much charitie in us, asto beare 
one with another , the ſtronger with the weaker, 
that unhappie differences might have an end. Se- 
condly, Is God thus freely reconciled to us ? Oh 
let us be intreated to be reconciled unto him: 
which is the ſecond generall I have to ſhew uns 
to you, What it s for man to be reconciled to 
Gad. 


Reconciiiation 


RECONCILIATION 
O F 


MAN to G O D. 


——— OC 
jp ENS 


Ee 


By HENRY DENN E. 


— 


fore I enter to ſpeake of 

| Mazs reconciliation to God, Tt is ne- 
& ccflary that I premiſe a diſtin&ion, 
4 and ſhewyou a two-fold reconci- 
# liation,ſer out unto us in the Scrip- 
DE tures. 1. Original. 2, Atuall. Beare 

with the termes, I confeſſe they are not altogether 
fo fitas Icould wiſh : But I therefore thought fic 
to ule theſe termes, that I might paralell this di- 
ſtinction unto another, uſed by Divines of Origi- 
all and AGuall finne. Original reconciliation is 
wrought without us by another perſon,yet for us: 
you may call it the reconciliation of our nature. 
Aual reconciliationis wrought within us,although 
not by our owne power. This you may call the 
reconciliation of our perſons or conſciences ; the 
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one being thejreconciliation.of our natureto God, 
the other-therhanifeſtation of that, andthe pre- 
miſed recohciliation to -our-doules : That:this is 
not an unneceffary diftintion,. yon ſhall finde by 
VN comparing \fome Scripturesitogether .: the firſt is 
Roms. 10. When we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by.thedeath of his Sonne.. Againe, Eph. 2. 16. 
That he miahrntconcile both nnto God into one body by 
the Croſſe bavmng|jlaine thetumitie thereby, Col.1.21. 
12. Thirdly, Conſider what is written, 2 Cor. 5. 
. | 18, 19. Allibings areof God, who hath reconciled us 
to bimſelfe by Feſus Chriſt, and hath given unto us the 
miniſtery of reconciliation : To wit , That God was in 
Chriſt, reconcilwgthe world unto himſelfe , not impu< 
ting their treſpaſſesunto them. Now compare wes 
f theſe three places foxementioned, with that which 
= | we find, 2Oeech, 20c We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
l | 4 though God did-bifecch you by us , wee pray you in 
- | Chriſts ftez4, hee reconciled unto God : In the for- 
= | mer places the Apoſtle told us wee were reconci- 
ef led ; andinthis place; he beſeecheth us to be re- 
Cr  conciled; For to take up this difference, I {fay, thay 
t | in the former he ſpeaketh of our Originall reconci- 
- | 42tion, wherein our nature was reconciled to God 
- | by Chriſt ; in the ſecond, I Gy, be fpeaketh of our 
Sf AGrall reconciteation, wherein our conſciences be- 
come reconciled to.God., through the apprehen- 
fion of the reconciliation which Chriſt hath 
wrought: for 'us. Firſt:of, all: I muſt ſpeak of our 
Origznall reconciliation. And there Ilay downe this 
Proppfition, That we mts to God by 
| 2 [ 
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the death-of his Sonneywithout any previous con« 
ditions in us, or performed. by us. You ſee it is the 
aft of Chriſt upon the Croffe, it was done by his 
death : T he Lord Chriſt being a common perſon, 
taking our nature upon him, we are ſaid to doe that 
which he did , and to: have that done upon us which 
was doneupon him. As inthe firſt Adam we all fin- 
ned before we were , or had committed any a&tu- 
all tranſgreflion : foin the ſecond Adam we were 
reconciled. As by one mans difobedience, many were 
made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one , ſhall many be 
made righteous, Rom. 5. 19. I fay we are ſaid todoe 
that which hedid , as to be baried with Chriſt , by 
Baptijme into death, Rom. 6. 4. We are ſaid to be 
crucified with Chriſt , as owr old man us crucified with 
him, Rom. 6. 6. to be dead and alive with him. 
Reckon yee alſo yourſelves to be dead indeed un- 
to {inne, but alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord,'Rom. 6. 11. We are faidto be riſen with 
him, Col. 3. 1. which is elegantly ſet forth by the 

Prophet. Hoſea, ſpeaking of the reſurre&ion of 
Chriſt. He ſpeaketh on this wiſe, After two dayes 

be will revive 4, and the third day he will raiſe us up, 
and re ſhall live in by ſight, Hoſea 6. 2. Yet more, 
we are laid to be placed together in heavenly places 
with bim, Eph. 2. 5, 6. This is that which I call 

Origenall reconciliation. Whereby. we' ſee that not 

onely God was reconciled unto us, but alſo that 

our nature was reconciled unto Gad by the death 
of his Sonne, without any condition, or qualifica- 
tion wrought ur us. Thus much; for our Originall 
rc= 
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reconciliation; Now follows our Atul retoncili 
ti02,to wit, the manifeſtation of Gods reconcilia- 


tion to us, and of the reconciliation of otir” nature 
to God in Jeſus Chriſt. Here T lay downe this 
Propofition 5 Mans Atxill reconciliation to Gud ve- 
quireth previous conditions and: qualifications to be 
wronzht in mn by the Spirit! of God',- befare - man can 
be Atually reconciled to God, or Gods- reconciliation 
mmifeſted unto him. Although this propolitioh need 
no proofe, in regard chapel world fo far doateth 
on conditions, that they will hardly adinit God to 
be reconciled td man, without performances in man: 
Surely much lefſe will they thinke ic-poflible, that 
Am ſhould be reconciled wito God , without ſome- 
thing wrought in man ; yet for our better under- 
ſtanding, Twill ſhew you the proofe ofthis by cer- 
taine Texts. As, Except aman be borne of water aud 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdoms of God, 
Toh. 3.5. Except a man be borne againe, he oannot ſee 
the krngdome of God, verf. 3. Toenter ints;-and to 
ſee the kingdome of God is that which'T call re- 
conciliation to God: to know the favonc andlove'of 
God towards us in Chrift,requirs youſee the con- 
dition of being borne aphRiFof water and of the Spi- 
rit , waich is (not to be baptized as tlie Papiſts 
would have it ) but to have ſuch fruits and effects of 
Gods Spirit wrought in ws, as puritie the heart , as 
water doth the body. Secondly, Except yee eate the 
fleſh of the Sonne of man, and drinke his bloud, you bave 
no life in you, Joh. 6.53. Mark I pray you, he doth 
not ſay, that except yee _ the * of the _ 
3 ® 
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of man, and drinke his bloud, yee have. no life i» 
God, or-in Chriſt ybuc.yee hawe no lifeinyou. Naw 
you ſee-we muſt eae the, fleſb,of Ghrifh,, and arinke his 
bloud, or elſe we can.have np life in us: Tojeate his 
fleſh, and to drinke his blow, f to 0 balreygaa him, 
to bavelite in'you ,'is £ ods favqurin Je- 
ſus Chriſt, asmuch as HY he. al, lay,, except yee 
beleeve, yee cannot know, Gods fayour to you in 
Jeſus Chriſt, Unto rhis wemay adde inithe third 
place; Earp Yee "PP pe ſhall all, To th periſh, 
Lik. 13.3: And tot IS PHE: we may. alfa _refecre 
that-place,. of which wez bad xc 10n to, ſpcake 
ſomewhat hefore 3 Witbope, bolipeſſe na mar ſhall ſee 
God, Heb. 12-41 4: not.opely that holinglle i is con- 
comitant-or companion.of our ſ{ceing gt, God, but 
that faith'being a part of (yea the firllFruics of ho+ 
Lineſſe.) is that whereby the e L_ is brought tothe 
fight of God in; Ze Chriſt. "Bur, Iam \ BYE willing 
to ſpend titnein larger prooke, te, though 1y0u canngt 
but perceiyq I might be vex, largs 1ereih , but F 

will for;your;þetter, goes anding , confine my 
Gale, and goe, on wp Lan in particular, what 
Conditions are required.1n betor 6 We can be re> 
canciled to.God.. And nn ty be occaſion, for the 
better explaining of this.,'to commepqupro YOu 
three ſorts of conditions.;: .. . © - .. 
'F Antecegent,, . 84 &: WA 
2. Proſent.,...> . "= 
3. Conſequent. NONE | 
; Antecedent Conditions, I call thoſe which are ne- 
celarily preſuppoſed in us. before we. can ſubmit 


Unto 


1 


» £<\ F? . 
\ Sal * 


272 
Wn 


of Man to-God. F3 


unto God, or be reconcilgd unto him. They are 
ſuch conditions as may be ſeparated from recon- 
ciliation in time, yea they are fuch conditions , as 
are, and may be in them which arenot reconciled, 
nor yet ever ſhall be : ſo that they are proper, Om- 
nibus fed non ſolis eleftis, to all the elet, but not 
onely to the eleCt. | 

: 2. Preſent Conditions, I, call them that goe be- 
fore reconciliation, as the-cauſe before the effeCt, 
yet are never ſeparated from reconciliation in time, 
but are indeed the very thing whereby the holy 
Spirit of God doth reconcile man to God. 

3. Conſequent Conditions, I call them which doe 
alwayes follow reconciliation , as the effe&t the 
cauſe, although they are, inſeparable in refpect of 
time. And I therefore undertake to ſpeake of theſe 
( although the curious may thinke me blame-wor- 
thy for tranſgreſling the rules of method) that we 
might be warned * rock and ſhelfe ; namely,that 
we doe not. confound theſe conditions together, 
and to take thoſe for antecedent which are onely 
conſequent : which to my knowledge hath made 
{ome ſoules to make ſhipwrack for a time, when as 
they would have in them before they beleeve, ſuch 
conditions as are onely conſequents, and not antece- 
dents of faith : Firſt, to ſpeake of Antecedent condi- 
tions, which neceſlarily goe before our reconciliation 
to God: They ſhall be referred unto two heads; 
the firſt is the knowledge of ſinne, with whatſoever 
is requiſite unto the knowledge of ſinne. The ſecond 


is the knowledge of the depth of miſery by ſinme to be 
D 4 ſuch, 
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fach, as we can neither helpe out felves', neither is | flow 


of z 


it in the 


power of any other creatare for'to helpe 
us : but that weare undone for cver in 'reſpe& of 


whatſoeyer we can doe, or any other for us ; for 
untill theſoule be broughit'to this, there is no hope 
of reconciling it unto God : for you muſt know, 
that it ismeere neceſſitic that drives us : we are by 
riature baters of God, and cannot be brought to 
come to God in love, before we perceive God to 
love us; ſuch is the —_— nature of man, that 
if he could make any ſhift in the world, he would 
not be beholding to God for helpe: The prodigall 
ſonne will never returne'to his tather, ſo long as 
He can get cloaths for his backe, and me:te for his belly 
elſewhere; bat when he is bronght to that paſſe that 
he would faine have filledbis belly with bughes which 
the ſwine did eate,and no man gave unto him, Luk. 15. 
36. Then he is contented, to thinke of ſubmitting 
to his father, but not before, if he could have got 
a living by keeping of Hogs, he would not have re 
turned. Thus is it with man, fo long as he is in any 
hope to eſcape miſery any other way , there is no 
hope of his returning to God. They that be whole, 
need not the Phyſician, but they that ave ſick , Mat. 9. 
T2. 

The Phariſee thinketh himſclfe able to eſtabliſh 
his own righteouſneſſe: and therefore he will not 
ſabmit to the righteouſneſſe of God, Rom. 10. 4. He 
caresnot a pinne for Chriſt, he is whole ; he cares 
not for the Phyſician. If anyman will come after me, 
rt him deny himſelfe, and take up bs croſſe daily, and 
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follow me, Luk. 9. 23: No man can follow Chriſt ex- 


cept he deny himſelfe , his own Kzghteonfneſſe an 
halineſfe; would you know a reaſon under the de- 
terminate counſell of God ; why the Publicans and 
Harlots received Chriſt, but the holy Phariſees re- 
jected him, (a true pattern of our dayes :) the Pha- 
riſees thought themſelves able to ſtand upon their 
own legs; they were alivein their conceits,and for 
them to heare of righteouſnefſe in another,was too 
great a diſparagement unto them and their holi- 
nefſe;when the Publicans and ſtrumpets,being con- 
vinced of fin, and having no righteouſneſſe of their 
owne , they are contented to accept it upon any 
terms. A rich man, he ſometimes tcorneth a gitr, 
and faich nay, but I will buy it, I will give fatisfa- 
Ction for it : but the poorenaked man is glad to re- 
ceive what he wanteth. Thus before the ſoulc of 
man be brought to be reconciled untoGod.jit is ne- 
ceflary thar it ſee it ſelte a ſinful creatuere ;,yea fo fin- 
full, That neither crying nor howling can waſh it away ; 
ez ſo finfull, that no correction or amendment of life u 
able to make ſatiefattion. 

Thus tarre of the antecedent conditions : which a3 
I ſaid betore, are proper to all ; but not onely ro 
them rhat are reconciled to God : for theſe that 1 
have ſhewed hitherto, may be found in the not re- 
conciled, even as in the reconciled ; yea, in the re- 
probate, even as in the ele&. The tccond fort of 
conditions arc preſent, which goe before reconci- 
liation, as the cauſe before the effeCt ; but is never 


ſeparated from it; as being the thing Ifay, where- 
by 
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by the holy Spirit of God doth aQually reconcile 
the ſoule tro God. Of this ſort I finde but one onely 
condition; namely,of faith, or beleeving. Here are 
two things to be pondered. The firſt, That without 
beleeving, the ſoule ( remaining in the body ) cannot be 
reconciled unto God. Theſecond, That by belceving, 
the ſoule is atually reconciled unto God. For the 
firſt, it is proved. He that beleeverh not the Sonne ſhall 
not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him, Joh. 
3-36. To be reconciled to God, is to ſee life,there- 
fore he that beleeveth not , ſhall not be reconciled 
to God : but the apprehenſion of the wrath of God 
ſhall torment his wakened conſcience. He that be- 
leeveth not, ſhall not ſee life ; he ſhall ſee nothing 
but wrath. Secondly, He that beleeveth not God bath 
made him a lyar, 1 Joh. 5. 10. That is, hath accoun- 
ted him a lyar. Now, who can finde in his heart to 
be reconciled to a Iyar? Whereby it is plain, that 
without, or before faith , man cannot be reconciled 
unto God. Forthe ſecond, that by beleeving, the 
ſoule becomes to be reconciled unto God : is pro- 
ved; He tht hath received bu teſtimony,hath ſet to his 


ſeale that God us true, Joh. 3. 33. Ar many as received 


bim, to them he gave power to become the ſonnes of God, 


; even to them that beleeve on his n2me, Joh. 1. 12. 


Whoſoever beleeveth,hath power to cry, Abb Fa- 
ther. And to this place, we refer that knowne text, 
Rom. 5. 1. Therefore being juſtified by faith, wee have 
peace with God throuzh our Lord Feſus Chriſt. And 
this is the proper office of faith, ( as it juſtifieth ) 
20 reconcile the ſnele and conſcience unto God, and to 
make 
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makes qt peace with him, by afluring us of his fa- 


vour and good will towards us, in Jeſus Chriſt, 
manifeſted,in that God ave his onely Sonne to be 
a, propitiation for our ſinnes,, and to fatisfie what- 
{oever the juſticeof God required at his hands. And 
this is our.receiving of Chrilt , our putting on of 
Chrilt,and our living by faith (if we take faith for 
beleeving,) And thus much of the ſecond condition 
which .is preſent : Now follows the third fort of 
conditions, which. are conſequent unto our recon- 
ciliazton, and things that accompany our falvati- 1 
on. Thele conditions are tirlt, Foy in the holy Ghoſt. , ſg 
Secondly , Lowe to God and bis Church. Thirdly, , 
New get i newneſſe of ſpinit, and not in-oldneſſe 
of the ener. ' 
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ſt, Zoy 32the holy Ghoſt , is a neceflary conle- 
quentzand an inſeparable companion toour recon- 
ciliarign by faith; agappeares by that which hath 
bcen {pqken before, .touching, jaying in beleeving, 
#Þ, 129 paebeakeable and full of glory. . And indeed, 
19W.caiit be that it ſhould be otherwiſe? can-the 
men ofthis world heare of great, polictlions fallen 
unto: them, without joyfulneſſe?How then is it po{- 
fþ 6, that the children of the living God, can come 
r9 the apprehenſion of the fatherly love of Godin 
Chriſtbut they mult needs ſing 2 new ſong, yea break, 
forth.jnto ſinging, and cry aloud , with the bleſſed 
Virgin,faying, 4y ſowle doth magnifie the Lord, and 
my fpucit. bath rejoyced in God my $.2viour, Luk. 1. 46. 
If1 could this day bring you happy tydings of re- 
conciliation betweene the King and Parliament, 
| ( which 


z$ Reroncili ating 
(wich th: Gol of heaven effeX;)what jbyyould 
chis work in the hearts of every man here pſent? 
How much moreſhill the tydings of etzrnall peace 
by Jeſus Chriſt, atfe& the ſoule wich excraordina- 
ry comfort. Heare what the Lord ſpeaks concern- 
ing the new Jeruſalem ; God ſhall wipe away all teares 
from their eyes, and there ſhall be 11 mov? d:#th,neither 
forrow, nor crying, &:. Rev. 21. 4. Lec others think 


what they will ; I firmly belezve the new Feru(lem, | 


tobe the glorious kingdome of Jeſs Chriſt,(which 
*s righteouſneſſe, and pe ie, and jy in the holy Ghoſt ) 
advanced in the conſcience: and hither alſo are to 
be referred thoſe glorious things that are ſpoken'of 
the Citie of our God, by the Goſpel Prophet, in 
theſe words, The ranſom:d of the L1rd ſþall returne, 
and come to Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy hon 
their hzads : they ſhall obtain Joy and gl zdneſſe;.and for= 
row and ſighing ſhall flie away, Fa.35.10. This is the 
promiſe of our Saviour , Tozr ſorrow ſhall be turned 
zo joy, Joh. 16.20. This isthe office of the Holy 
Ghoſt, To be the Comforter, to ſpetk pace and Py un- 
zo bis — 2g therefore among(t the ſtmdry pre- 
cious gifts, which are declared to be the friity of 
Gods Spirit, joy, is not the leaſt, Gl.5.22. This al- 
ſois the lot and inheritance of the Saints of God ; 
for wee reade not of any converts in the Scripture, 
put we alſo reade of the joy of Gods Spirit, reple- 
niſhing their ſoules : They, (even they ) who were 
pricked in their hearts, and knew not what todoe, 
abenoteat their m:2t with gladneſſe and ſingleneſſe of 
deart, AO. 2. 46, The Eunuch returneth rejoycing, 
A 
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Aft. 8. 39. Samaris's converſion, cauſeth great joy 
in that Citic, A. 8.'$. 

But why doe I ſtay on particulars , let us heare 
the Apoſtle for all ; I/ee alſo joy in God through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom we have now received the 
attonement, Rom. 5. 11. We rejoyce in the hope of the 
glory of God: And more, we glory in tribulation alſo, 
Ver. 2,3- Can the Sunne be without her light? can 
the fire be without heat ? Then alſo may the called 


| of God, the reconciled to the Father, be withous 


Joy and peace in beleeving. Can a man ſtop the eb- 
bing or flowing of the water ? then may the ſoules 
of the reconciled to God , be deprived of thoſe 
flouds of comtorts, which flow from fountaines of 
comforts, into the ſubjeA of comforts,the ſoules of 
the people reconciled co God. This is the firſt ef- 
feCt of reconciliation, Joy, and peace. The ſecond 
followes ; which is,Love to God : Love is alſo an in- 
ſeparable conſequent of mans reconciliation : can 
man behold the beautie of God, and the glory of 
his face in Jeſus Chriſt , and the ſoule not be ravi- 
ſhed with love ? See the love of the reconciled to 
God,in that garden of ſweet expreſſions, the Book 
of Canticles ; Stay me with flagons , comfort me with 
apples, for T am fick with love, Cant.2. 5. The love of 
the reconciled to God, itis a great love: Many ſins 
are forgiven her, for ſbe loved much, Luk.7. Alove ta- 
king great delight and contentment in the obje& 
beloved ; 1 beloved #s white and ruddy, the chiefeſt 
among ten thouſand.His head is as the moſt fine gold 
locks are buſhy, and black «« a Raven, his mouth us moſt 


ſweet, 
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ſweet, he 15 altogether lovely, Cant. 5. 10.&c. Againe, 


it is a reſtles love,that can find-no content,can'taks 
no reſt(nonot in her bed)ifthee may not enjoy the 
preſence of her beloved. By night on my bed T ſought 
him whom my ſoule loved, I ſought him, batT found hing 
zot,I will riſe now and goe about the Citte,&hc.Cant.3. 
I, 2. I hat this love is an inſeparable conſequent, a 
daily companiorr of mans reconciliation to God, 
will be plaine , when wee ſhall ſee how the Holy 
Ghoſt, deſcribing unto us the called of God, fet- 
teth them forth by this token of love unto Almightie 
God : Eye hath not feere , nor eare hath not heard, gc. 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him, 1 Cor. 2.9. We know that all things work toge= 
ther for good to them that love God, Rom. $8. 28. This 
ornament of loveis like the garment of 4ivers colours, 
with which all the Kings daughters, which were 
Virgins, were apparrelled, 2 Sm. 13. 18. If awo- 
man be fern in the ſtreets wichout a party coloured 
garment, itis concluded, that ſhee is either none of 
the Kings daughters,or at leaſt no Virgin:(o is this 
ornament of love (I fay) that thing, wherewith all 
the people of God,reconciled to him,are adorned; 
if we ſee a ſoule altogether ſtript of this ornament, 
we conclude, They are not in the number of Gods 
people ; or at leaſt not reconciled. Therefore the 
Holy Ghoſt concludes, He that loveth not, knoweth 
ot God, 1 Joh.4. 8. And as onthe affirmative, pro- 
nounceth, Grace be on: all them that love our Lord 7e- 
ſus Chriſt, in ſinceritie , Eph. 6. 24. So alſo on the 
negative ; If any man love not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
les 
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let bim be Anathema Maranatha, 1 Cor 16. 22. 
Thus you fſce the conſequents of our reconciliati- 
on inſeparably conjoyned together , ſo that no 
creature ſhall be able to put them aſunder:you have 
ſcene Peace to the brethren, and love, with faith from 
God the Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Eph.6. 23. 
The third conſequent, is zew obedience, in newnefſle 
of the ſpirit : As peace , and joy, and love follow, 
and attend upon faith ; ſo is new obedience an at- 
tendant of love. This zs the love of God, that we keepe 
his Commandements, 1 Joh. 5. 3. If you love me keepe 
my Commandaements, Joh. 14. 15. 1f a man love mehe 
will keep my words, ver. 23. This is that which I had 
occaſion to ſpeak of before, that the holy Spirit of 
God doth not onely cleanſe the conſcience, bur in 
ſome meaſure the converſation alſo: This is that 
which I faid before, 13thout holineſſe no man ſhall ſee 
God; and drunkards ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of 
God:1I ſay again,that Chriſt entring into the ſoule, 
ſhall drive out whatſoever is prophane , and draw 
up the ſoule by the cords of love unto new obedi- 
ence : And to this place we refer hatred offin, love 
of vertue,a godly ſorrow for tranſgreſſion commi- 
ted,revenge upon our ſelves, tor the things that are 
—__— a jealous care for that which is to come. 
ut of theſe particularly, I cannot ſpeake ; tor as 
Rome was not built on a day , ſo neither can ir be 
puld downe in an houre (I meane the Doftrine of 
Rome.) And here I would have made an end of 
ſpeaking of the conſequents of our Reconciliation, 
but that Ifeare the timorous ſoule will be ready te 


lay, 
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ſay , In thus ſaying you have filled my heart with | ;mie; 
ſorrow : Theconſequents of our reconciliation be- |] x ;,Qt 
ing laid downe , I confefle they are true; but alas, I þyir a 
when I caſt an eye backe upon mine owne ſoule, I wher 


find my joy and comfort little, my love to be lefle | head 
then my joy, and my obedience tobe leaft of al". | of th 
This, this puts my heart in feare, and makes my | to tu 
{oule to trenible. I an{iver, what is it that thou fea- nth 
re{t, Othou of little faith ? Thor anfiwereſt, chow {| þild 
art afraid, that God is not thy God, that he is not 
zeconciledunto thee : See thy errour, thele things |] the 
4 cannot be ftgnes that God is not reconciled unto hath 
thee ; but they are ſignes,that thou art not fully re- | gh. 
conciled unto God,but that thy 23th is weake like | Goq 
the bulra(h, that thy joy is as little as thy fzith,and theſe 


thar thy l@veand obcdjence is as imperfeR as thy joy. ved) 
Meaſure not the reconciliation of God to thy ſoul, Apol 
by the perfeCtion of thy obedience: forin ſo doing | mak 
rhou plungeſt thy foule into miſerable doubts. But 


ſeeing the imperteCtion,not of Gods reconciliation 
£0 thee, bur of thy reconciliation to God, cry thou' | thof 
aito the Throne of grace, Lord increaſe my faith, 
and maxemy love and obedience, my joy,$ peace, 
ro abound more and more, through the ſpirit of free | 
our God, and the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And thus have Inow done with the Artecedent,the 
preſent, and conſequent conditions of our reconcilia- they 
tion to God. The next thing that I intend is t& | ;; 


d. is pu 
make Application. pled 
Ir hath been hitherto mine endeavour, to de- | he 
clare unto you the wyltery of ſalvation, and to pud, 


inutate 
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imitate the skilfull Limbner, to give unto every 
Limbe and part , 'not onely his due proportion, 

| bur alſo his due place, and not to fet the head 
| | where the foot ſhould be, or the foot where the 
* | head: Imay peradventure to many ſeeme guiltie, 

{ of that crime which was laid againſt the Apoſtle, 
to turne the world upſide downe,and to placethat 
inthe bottome, which others make the top of the 


' { building, and to ſet that upon the roofe, which o- 


thers lay fora foundation : But I ſubmic my ſelfe to 
the judgement of the Word : Conſider we what 
1 hath been ſpoken, of Gods reconciliation to us 
| without all conditions ; of our reconciliation to 
God, originall and aCtuall : and now let us ſee, if 
theſe diſtin&ions be founded ( as it is before pro- 
ved)upon the holy Scriptures, of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, whether they be not blame-worthy that 
make no difterence at all between theſe two, bur 
confounding heaven and earth together, the crea- 
ture with the Creator , doe moſt abſurdly apply 
thoſe things which are antecedents , or cauſes of 
our reconciliation unto God, to be cauſes of Gods 
reconciliation unto us, drawing a vaile before the 
free grace of God, and keeping the ſoule from ſet- 
ling upon a ſure foundation : The Lord complai- 
ned of the Prophets of old(the falſe Prophets)thar 
they pudled the waters with their feet, ) When water 
is pudled, it is not water; but water and dirt min= 
pled together : Ina puddle no man can diſcerne 
whether it be deepe orſhallow : water is DoCtcine, 
pudling is confounding - things together, with- 

out * 
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out diviſion or ſeparation : O that our dayes were 
free from this complaint! O yee Paſtours of the 
Lords flock, that feed his heritage ; Be you con- 
tented to heare the word of admonition, from the 
meaneſt of the ſervants of God. Look back upon 
the waters, that yee have made the heritage of the 
Lord to drinke: Conſider the paſtures, which you 
have ſet before them:have you not made the Lords 
ſheep become a prey ( ſometimes to preſumption, 
ſometimes to deſpaire ) by your Do&rine? Have 
you not made the ſoules of the righteous fad , and 
the ſoules of the wicked to rejoyce? Confider your 
wayes,l pray you : Have you not many a time con- 
founded the conditions of our. reconciliation to 
God, making that to be the cauſe, which is the ef- 
fe&, and that to be the effe&, which is the cauſe? 
Let me beſeech you to weigh theſe things, and to 
endeayour that your DoCtrine may be the light of 
the world, that it may be cleare as the Cryſtal, pro- 
ceeding from the throne of God, and of the Lamb, Rev. 
22.1. You ſheep of the paſture of the Lord, the 
God of his inheritance, know, it is your duty apt- 
ly to diſtinguiſh theſe things in your owne Conlci- 
ences, that you may enjoy the brightneſle of the 
glory of the grace of God ſet up in your ſoules, 
if you ſearch into the reaſon of your many yeares 
bondage, of your miſerable doubting, you ſhall 
finde your diſeaſe, in that which hath been ſpoken, 
and I hope the remedy alſo: The Lord give you 
underſtanding, 

The ſecond Application, may ſhew unto us the 
diterence, 
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difference, between the reconciled , andthe not 
reconciled : Although both may be obje&s of the 
grace of God, both beloved of the — Fa- 
ther: yet ſhall you tinde a vaſt difference, it you 
look either upon their Converſations, or their Con- 


ſciences. The difference of Conſcience is, the not re- 


conciled, have a defiled, and polluted Conſcience. 
A Conſcience that is either ſeared, and fitted with 
Atheiſticall careleſneffe, or at the beſt , fitting in 
darkneſſe,and the ſhadow of death,ſeeingno light, 
Matth.4.16. when as the conſciences of the recon- 
ciled, doe enjoy the light of the glory of God in 
the face of Jeſus. Secondly, the converſation of 
the people not reconciled, is either a converſation 
polluted with Phariſaicall righteouſneſs,and blind 
zeale, (tor all zealous perſons are not reconciled to 
God ) ſeeking to eſtabliſh its own righteoutſneſle in 
the ſight of God : or elſe a converſation,according 
tothecourſe of this world, according to the Prince 
of the power of the ayre ;, the ſpirit that worketh 
in the children of diſobedience ; A converſation in 
the luſts of the fleſh, fulhlIng the deſires of the fleſh, 
and of the mind, Eph. 2. 2, 3. 

The third Application, ſheweth as an open doore, 
for the eaſte underſtanding and plaine reconcilia- 
tion of many places of Scripture , which. ſeeme ſo 
exceeding different, as it no way of reconciling 
could be found. Let us learne to diſtinguiſh, when 
God ſpeaketh of his reconciliation tous,and when 
he ſpeaketh of our reconciliation to him. Let us 
learne to diſtinguiſh, between the thing, and the 
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manifeſtation of the thing : the want of which 
diſtin&ion, breedeth an horrible confuſion in the 
interpretation of holy Scripture ; To give an ins 
ſtance, it is written, Gal. 3. 26. Tee are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. It is written a- 
gaine, Gal. 4. 6. Becauſe yee are ſonnes, God hath ſent 
forth the ſpirit of bus Sonne into your hearts,crying Ab= 
ba Father. In this laſt place , the Holy Ghoſt de- 
clares ſon-ſhip to be the cauſe of giving the Spirit, 
as alſo he declareth it to be an eternall grace of 
God, communicated unto his people, Having pre- 
deſtinated us unto the Adoption of ſonnes , by Feſus 
Chriſt, Eph. 1.5. But then if this be ſo , how are 
we {aid to be ſonnes of God by faith, &c ? I an- 
ſwer, the one ſpeaketh of the thing it ſelfe, or of 
Gods reconciliation tous; The other of the mani- 
feſtation of the thing,or our reconciliation to God, 
Againe, if the grace of adoption be an eternall 
grace, how is it ſaid, wee are borne againe by the 
Word ? 1 Pet. 1.23. and begotten by the Word, Jam. 
1. 18. Tanſwer, theſe places are to be underſtood 
of themanifeſtation of Adoption, not of the aft of 
Adoption it felte : And that this is ſo , is plaine, 
God hath begotten us againe unto a lively hope, by the 
reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 1 Pet. 1. 3. 
A lively bcpe is the thing , unto which wee are be- 
gotten. And that it is ordinary in Scripture, to 


call the maniteſtation of things , by the names of 


| the things themlelves, will be plaine by two places, 
C I might bring two hundred) the firſt is Ferem. 1. 


10. I have this day ſet thee over the Nations, and over 
the 
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the Kingdomes, to root out, to put doyone, and to de 
ſtroy, and to throw downe, and to build, and to plant. 
How doth poore feremy deſtroy Nations? Even by 
declaring the judgements of God in the overthrow 
of Nations. And thus doth he plant, by declaring 
the mercitull promiſes of, God in the reſtauration 
of Nations. 

The ſecond placeis, Joh. 20. 23. Whoſe ſinnes yee 
remit, they are remitted, and whoſe ſtumes yee retaine, 
they are retained. How doe the Apoitles remit and 
retaine {innes, but by declaring Gods gracious re- 
miſſion to every one that beleeveth, &c. 

But ſome may obje& and ſay , Why doth not 
the Lord ſpeake in plaine termes? I anfwer ; who 
art thou that wilt corre& the Lord, and teach him 
to ſpeak ? I anſwer againe, in our Saviours words, 
when his Diſciples _ the queſtion, Why ſpeakeſt 
thou unto them in Parables ? at. 13. 10. His an- 
{wer Is, Becauſe it zs given to you to know the myſteries 
of the kingdome of God , but to them it 1s not given, 
Asit he ſhould have ſaid, In refpe&of you that are 
my people, Inced not to ſpeake more plaine; for 
you (being taught of God ) are able to underſtand 
the myſteries of the kingdome.In reſpeC& of others: 
I will not ſpeak more plaine, becauſe to them it is 
not given to underſtand the myſteries of the king- 
dome. Thus far for the application : I now draw 
to an end : onely I will giv you the Skeleto or Map 

of that which hath been delivered in a few words. 
Conkder wee the caules = Gods reconciliation, 
3 as 
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as it ſtands manifeſted to us in Chriſt. Secondly, 
the cauſes of our reconciliation to God. 
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Conſider we the difference of theſe two in their | V\ 
cauſes. The finall cauſe of Gods reconciliation to 
us, is ſalvation; the finall cauſe of our reconciliati- 
on to God, is conſolation. The Lord fill you with | Fe 
his Spirit, that the apprehenſion of Gods ſalvation 
may fill you with eternall conſolation. Amen. 
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SEVEN 


ARGUMENTS 


:. | toprove, thatin order of Þ}7 
” working, God doth juſtifie his E- » Þs 
lect, before they doe aftually beleeve. y. 


ic | With ſome Anſwers to the ObjeRi- 


0 ons thar ſome make againſt the fame. 


h } For the confirmation of thoſe that doe 


truly beleeve, leſt they ſhould attribute any part 
of the Office of Chrift to the alt of their belecuing- 


[His Propoſition being contradicted, IWee 
| are juſtified before God, before the alt of 0uTr 


; , $c| 


| beleeving: This is the Propoſiti tion which 


ER) ] doe now undertaketo vindicate,by the 
aſl fannce of the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe honour is not a little concerned in it. I will 
firſt of all lay downe ſeven Arguments for the 
confirmation of the Truth ; and then I will an- 
{wer unto five ObjeQtions , brought by ſome a- 


gainſt it. 
E 4 The 
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The Propoſition. 
IWee are juſtified before God, before the aft of our be= 
leeving. 
Argument TI. 

Et me ſpeake for thoſe that are not able to 

ſpeake for themſelves;I meane the little Babes, 
to whom belongs the Kingdome of God. I argue 
thas ; Infants doe not beleeve ; But Infants are juſtifi- 
ed: Therefore ſome that doe not beleeve , are juſtified. 
Which it it be granted,jit will follow,that ſomeare 
Juſtified before they beleeve. That Infants are juſti- 
fied, need no proote; I hat Infants beleeve not,muſt 
be proved,(although the Church of England hath 
long ſince put it out of doubt. ) Firſt,F th commeth 
by hearing, Rom. 10.17. Huw ſhall they beleeve in him 
of whom they have not heard ? Shall wee ſay, that In- 
fants in the Wombe heare the Word ? Secondly, 
Faith is a Knowledge, as ſome ſay ; a Perlwaiton,as 
others ; a T ruſt, as others : But Infants are capable 
neither of Truſt, Perlwaſion, or Knowledge;there- 
fore Infants are not capable of Faith. But ſome 
have ſaid, That Infants heare the Word of God, 
beleevein God,and love God,in an unknown way; 
as ſometimes John wwe: ſprang in his Mothers 
womb for joy, at the ſalutation of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin: But Saint Argzſtinedid anſwer long agoe, not 
more wittily then truly, That tb:s was done by a ſin- 
gular Miracle. Neither doth this conclude, other 
Infants to beleeve any more,then we may conclude, 
all Aﬀes to be good Counſellors,becaule we reade, 
that Balaams Aﬀe ſpake more wiſely then her Ma- 
{ter E Ar gument 
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Argument 11. 


E that 1 in Chriſt, 1 juſtified; But we muſt be 

in Chriſt, before we can beleeve : Therefore wee 
muſt be juſtified, before we can beleeve. The Major is 
plaine, the 44or is proved , That wee muſt be in 
Chriſt before wecan beleeve : To beleeve, 1s a freuit 
of the Spirit, Gal. 5. But we muſt be in Chriſt , be- 
fore we can bare fruit ; Therefore wee muſt be in 
Chriſt, before we can beleeve. Joh. 15. 4. As the 
Branch cannot beare fruit of it ſelfe , except it abide in 
the Vine, no more can yee , except yee abide in me. Se= 
condly, it Faith bea good fruit, it is required, that 
men mult be good 1 rees , before they can bring it 
forth ; otherwiſe , Grapes ſhould be gathered of 
Thornes, and Figges of Thiſtles, Matth. 12.33. If you 
will, the Argument may be this : He that hath the 
Spirit of Chriſt, hath Chriſt ; But wee have the Spirit 
before wee beleeve ; Therefore wee have Chriſt before wee 
beleeve. 


Argument ITT. 


. LL the Elef of God are juſtified before God z 

But ſome of the Ele of God due not yet beleeve : 
Therefore ſome that doe not beleeve, are juſtified before 
God;and fo by conſequence,before they beleeve. The Ma- 
Jor isproved : They that cannot be charged with any 
thing, are juſtified ; But none of the EleG of Gag can 
be ad with any thing : Therefore the Eleft are ju- 
ſtified, 
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tified. The Minor is proved ; Who ſhall lay any thing 


20 the charge of Gods Eleft ? it is God that juſtifies : 
Who u be that condemneth ? it 1s Chriſt that dyed, yea, 
rather that 14 riſen againe, Rom. 8. 33. He roſe againe 
for our juſtification, Rom. 4. 23. 


Argument I V. 


Tz that have their finnes taken away, are Juſti- 
fied; But the Elef# have their ſinnes taken away 
before they beleeve : Ergo, The Ele are juſtified before 
they beleeve. T he Major is proved : Bleſſed is the man 
whoſe iniquitie 1s forgiven, and whoſe finne us covered, 
Rom. 4. 7. T he 1107 ; That the Ele have their 
finnes taken away before they beleeve, is proved 
Joh. 1. 29. Behold the Lambe of God that takes away 
the ſinnes of the world ; and Eſzy 53. 8. The Lord hath 
Laid on bim the iniquities of us al! ; and 1 Pet. 2. 24. 
Himſelfe bare our ſinnes in his owne body on the Tree ; 
and Koms. 6. 6. Oar old man ts crucified with him, that 
the body of ſinne might be deſiroyed. id Chriſt take 
away finne,ornot ? Did he beare them? Did he de- 
ſtroy the body of imne? If you ſay, No; how will 
you eſcape the Sword of the Spiric?If you ſay Yea; 
I defire no more. 


Argument V. 


E were made ſinners in the firſt Adam , before 
we had done good or evill ; Therefore wee are 
made righteows in the ſecond Adam, before wee have 

| - done 
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done good or evill.This conſequenceis proved,Rom.5. 


ing 
18, 19% As by the offence of one, Judgement came upon 


ff 


ea, | all men to condemnation ;even ſo by the righteouſneſs of 


ine | onegthe free gift came upon all men to juſtification of life: 
for as by one mans diſobedience many were made ſinners, 
ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. 
If you ſhall place the Emphaſis of this Text, in AP, 
and any, you will cauſe the hearts of the univer- 
i= | fall Gratians to leape for joy ; which ( I beleeve ) 
ay | you would not willingly doe. Therefore you mult 
re | beforced to place the Emphaſis in As, and So :.As 
ar | weeinned all inthe loynes of the firſt Adam , So 
4, | wereall made righteous in the loynes of the ſecond 
ir | Adam, The Lord Chriſt. And this agreeth with the 
d | Miniſtery of Reconciliation; to wit, That God was 
yy | in Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelfe, not impus= 
h | ting their treſþaſſes unto them, 2 Cor. 5. 19. Truly 
i. | this Argument was of ſo great force, that it did 
3 | wring out of Cardinall Bel/armine this confeſſion, 
t | asthe Apoſtle teacheth, Rom. 5. That Chriſt may be 
e | put on,without a proper alt of ozer ſoule : TI confelle, I 
- | differ from the Cardinall, in his meanes of putting 
| | on Chrilt ; yet this his confeſſion I acknowledge 
to be true, 


Argument V1. 


SER there us full ſatisfaftion made, and the 
partie offended accepting that ſatisfaftion, 
and contented to reſt in it, there muſt needs follow per= 
felt remiſſun of ſinnes ;, But in Chriſt crucified(betore 
we 
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we belceved) warfal ſatisfaftion made, and God was 


contented to reſt in that ſatisfaltion © Therefore there | dil 


will folow [ap remiſſion of ſinnes, &c. Firſt, that 
there was full ſatisfaQion made in Chriſt,is proved 
Heb. 10. 11, 12, 13, 14- verſes. For by one offer- 
ing he hath perte&ed for ever them that are ſani- 
fied. But the ſecond, that God is therewith con- 
tented to reſt in that ſatisfa&ion, we have the wit- 
nefle of the Father, at. 3. 17. This 1s my beloved 
Sonne, in whom I am well pleaſed. Aquieſco, ſaith Be- 
24.. See Eſay 53. 11. He ſhall ſee the travaile of his 
ſoule, and ſhall be ſatisfied. 


Argument V 11. 
Ti wee are not juſtified in his ſ1ght before we be- 


leeve, then are wee unjuſt finners , workers of 
iniquitie ; then doth the Lord hate us , for he ha- 
zeth all the workers of iniquitie, Plal. 5. You know 
what abſurditie will follow, if you ſay , wee muſt 


beleeve before God can love us : But if God hate | 


us to day, and love us' to morrow, let Arminius 
with his Diſciples heare this, and wonder, why 
they ſhould be blamed that ſay; Wee may be loved 
today,and hated to morrow ; Childrenof God to 
day, and of the Devill to morrow:when they who 
would ſeeme their greateſt Adverſaries, will not 
{pare to ſay ; Wee may be hated to day, and loved 
to morrow ; the children of the Devill to day, and 
of God to morrow. But that God lowed ws firſt, 
before we beleeved, when wee were enemies, 772 or 
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blond, &c. is ſo plaine, that I will not willingly fo 
_—_— you, as once to conceive that you will 
| denie it. 


Here is an end of the ſeyen Arguments ; which 
(if need had required) might have been ſeventie. 
Now I will anſwer the Obje&ions. 


Objettion I. 


Wee are juſtified by Faith ; therefore not before 
Faith. 
Anſwer. 


Firſt , It ſhould have concluded, not before the 
alt of beleeving. 

Secondly, I deny the conſequence, and ſay, wee 
| may be juſtified both by it,and yet before,in a dit- 
| ferent ſenſe. 

This Propoſition, Wee are juſtified by Faith,is ve- 
' ry ambiguous. He was not a foole, who (an hun- 
| dred yeares ſince) ſaid, That this Propofition was 
one of thoſe things, hard to be underſtood ;which 


they that are unlearned and unſtable,wreſt asthey 
doe other Scriptures , to their owne deſtrufion, 
2 PFet.3.16. I would our age had not proved ic true, 
that the miſunderſtanding of this Propofition hath 
turned upfide downe the DoCtrine of Juſtification 
amongſt pudling Preachers. 

There is in this Propoſition two words ambi- 


guous and doubtfull : 
| The 
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Chrift Jeſus, our Fazth. 
Objection 2. 


He that beleeveth not,is condemned already, Joh.3. 


IS. 
Anſwer. 


This is all one with, He that beleeveth not, ſhall 
be 


$ 


The firſt ( Frſtified) which ſometimes in Scrip- | be 4. 
tures ſignitieth to be reputed, reckoned,or accoun- | unbe 
ted Juſt ; as,It is God that juſtifieth. Sometimes it is | tion 
taken for to be declared, or manifeſted to be uſt ; 
as, By workes a man 1s juſtified, Jam.2.2 4. If you take 
Feſtified in the firſt ſence, wee ſay, wee are not re- W 
puted or reckoned Juſt by the aCt of belecving, If fore 
you take Juſtified in the ſecond ſence, I ſay,wee are 
juſtified ( that is, declared to be. 7ſt ) by beleeving ; 

Faith manifeſting to our Conſciences, that we are t 

| Juſt before God : By Faith wee underſtand , that Tho 

| © God hath freely jzſtifiedus in his Sonne. 4 FR 

| Another word ambiguous in this Propoſition, AFR 
is (Faith) which is diverlly taken : ſometimes for Far 
the att of Faith, or beleeving ; and ſometimes for rh 
the objef of Faith , the thing beleeved: as, Faith | © be 
was reckoned unto him for righteouſneſſe, Rom. 4. that w . 
is the obje& of Faith: So that it is all one as if he c : 
had faid, God or Chriſt was reckoned to him for þ W. F 
righteouſneſſe. It wee underſtand the aCt of Faith ; L 7 
then I fay, as before, wee are not recxoned uſt by N, : 
the at of our Faith : it by Faith wee underſtana ( vY 
the objett of our Faith ; then I ſay, wee are recko- Ti 
ned or reputed Juſt by God, in , by, or through eve 
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be damned : which you muſt underſtand of finall 
unbeliete, which I grant to be a Note of Damna- 


ton. 
Objection 3. 


Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God , theres 
fore we cannot be juſtified without it. 


Anſwer. 


I denie the Conſequence; and I perceive ſo will 
you alſo, when you pleaſe : For you will affirme, a 
juſtified perſon may diſpleaſe God ; and then, why 
1s it not poſlible for a man to difpleaſe God, and 
yet be jultiftied ? To pleaſe God, is fo to doe thoſe 
things which God approves in us to be well done ; 
which wee cannot doe, without Faith. That this 
is the meaning of the Apoſtle, is plaine by his rea- 
ſon; For he that commeth unto God, muſt beleeve, &xc. 


| Wee cannot comeunto God , before wee beleeve ; 


but cannot God come unto us, before wee beleeve. 
Now Juſtification is Gods aft upon a finner, not a 
{inners at upon God. 

This alſo anſwereth the fourth ObjeStionJ/Vþ4t- 
ſoever 25 not of Faith 1s ſinne. 


Objef7 ion 5. 


IWee are by n.4ture the Children of wrath, &xc. 


An(wer. 
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; This were of ſome force, if you could prove us 
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alcogether in the eſtate of nature, as well in Gods 
account as in our eſteeme, and ſo quite exempted 
from grace, untill wee beleeve ; which you can- 
not doe, for the Apoſtle witneſfeth the contrary, 
; 2 Tim. 1. 9. According to his owne purpoſe and grace 
given us before the world began : if grace were given 
before the world began, ſurely before cyer wee be- 
leeved. 

"God is Alpha and Omega ; therefore what he 
promiſeth ſhall come topatle to his, is done with 
| him, Rev. 21. 6. For his works were finiſhed from 
| "the foundation of the world, Heb. 4. 3. And fo 
I reſt 


A Servant of Jeſus Chriſt 


to live and dye, 


H. D. 
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